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To the» High ind Excellexe x 4 
Princeſs, the Lady * . 2 
ELIZABETH, 4 

* 8 Grace, 


. Daughter to the High aud 
Mighty King of Great Brir. 
_ tain, and Wife to the Illuſtri- 
ous Prince; the Count 1 8 — - 
tine of the Rhine... IS 
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Proſperity bere, and e in 
the World to come. „ 
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troubled and wearied with 
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3 The EPISTLE * 
d 10 ay 2 2 them, | than every Man 
7 bis Friend, which was t 
write we ee the right wa "that 1 bad truly 
ber wel Ort of the Written Ward 1 
So, left for want of warning, they might 
Fal where 7 fumbltd, and then I ſhould 
think my ſelf in fault, who knew. there 
wert ſuch Jomnfulls in the World, that 
they could hardly climb the Hill to Hea- 
ven without Help; and yet had not told 
them 3 Mherefore I write them 
, right aud ready Way: to Hauen, well 
0 2 0 urs of. the Old 
and New Teftament 3 Lebic is the true 
Word of God, and told them hom 
. falſe Paths they ſhould fin, how they 
ſhould find them, and what! cave. they 
- © ſhould have to ſhun them: If they not a 
| i Way, what 4 .trouble they fhowld 
ave in turning ap hin, whit Landes if 
| they went en, and of many donbts which 
the World would make 3 a cauſe; 
and how ſilent it would be in danger. 
E  - Thus when I had written unte them of 
rs things, I was at _ Pls Quiet 
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a new Care in my Mind, bow this Scroll! 
ſhould be kept for my Children, for they . i 
were too young to receive it, myſelf too 

old to keep it, Men too wiſe to direct it, the | 
World too wicked to endure it. Then 
in great Grief I looked 7 to Heaven, ..' * 
from whence: I know cometh all Comfort 
and looking up 1 ſaw 4 moſt Angelica, 
Throne of Princely Peers, and peenleſs* | 
Princes prepared for Heaven, and yer 
by the Appointment. of God were here todo 
comfort us on the Earth: Then I per— | 
ceived that this Throne was the Joy of . I 
England; then J conſidered that the” | 
higheſt Blood had the loweſt Mind: Then! Þþ 
ſaw Humility looking downward, while be 

ſweet Ships of her Vertue grew upward; |} 

even then, Princely Lady, 1 beheld your- 
mild and courteous Countenance : Which - | 
ſhewed your Heart was bent to do g "| 
to all, Wherefore, without Fear, = 
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with much Faith, I adventured to make 
your Grace the ProtreQreſs. of this my 
Book, knowing. that if on - would l 
ſuffer your Name to be ſeen in it, Miſdom 
would allow of it, and all the wicked #ind'** i 
in the World could nor blow it amg. The = i 
Lords "multiply his Graces, more and © © 
more on hu, and vouchſafe unzo 9 n-4f 
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do no leſs for them, than every Alan 


world do for his Friend, which was to 
write them the right way that 1 had truly 
obſerved owt of the Written Word of 
God, left for want of warning, they might 
fall where I ſiumbled, and then I ſhould 
think my ſelf in fault, nho knew there 
were ſuch domnfalls in the World, that 
they could hardly climb the Hill to Hea- 
ven without Help; and yet had not told 
them thereof, Wherefore J write them 
the right and ready Way to Heaven, well 
warranted by the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament ;, which is the true 
Word of God, and told them how many 


| falſe Paths they fhould find, how they 
ſhould find them, and what care they 


ſhould have to ſhun them: If they teok a 
falſe Way, what a trouble they fhould 
have in turning again, what danger if 
they went on, and of many donbts which 
the World would make without a cauſe, 
and how ſilent it would be in danger. 


Thus when I had written unto them of 


theſe things, I was at much Peace, Quiet 

and Content ment. 
Rut as no Content ment in the World 
cont inueth long So ſuddenly there arofe 
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DEDICA TORY: 
a new Care in my Mind, how this Scroul 
ſhould be kept for my Children, for they 
were too young to receive it, my ſelf too 
old to keep it, Men too wiſe to direct it, the 
World too wicked to endure it. Then 
in great Grief I looked up to Heaven, 
from whence: I know cometh all Comfort 
and looking up I ſaw a moſt Angelical - 
Throne of Princely Peers, and peenleſs 
Princes prepared for Heaven, and yet 
by the Appointment. of God were here to 
comfort us on the Earth Then I per- 
ceived that this Throne was the Joy of 
England; then 1 conſidered that the |, 
higheſt Blood had the loweſt Mind: Then 1 
ſaw Hpmility looking downward, while the 
ſweet Ships of her Vertue grew upward; . 
even then, Princely Lady, 1 beheld yore 
mild and courteous Countenance : Which - .. 
ſnewed your Heart was bent to do good” | 
to all, Wherefore, without Fear, aud | 
with much Faith, I adventured t0 make 1 
your Grace the ProtreQreſs. of - this n] | 
Book, knowing that if you would buỹtt | 
ſuffer your Name to be ſeen in it, Wiſdom - 


r IDE 


would allow of it, and all the wicked Wund 
in the World could not blow it away. The 
Lord> multiply his Graces, more and © 
more on you, and * unto you 4 
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The EPIS TL E, G&c. 
numerous Poſterity; in whom your Grace 
may receive much Joy and Comfort, and 
God's Church and true Religion, continu- 
al Defence and Propagation. 


Your Graces 
in all humble and 


obſervant Duty, 


. ˙ A PRs. => I 
To my beloved Sons, 


GEORGE, JOHN, and 
WILLIAM LEIGH, 


All things pertaining; to Life 
and Godlineſs. 


Y Children, God having taken - your 
IVI Father out of this Vale of Tears to his 
everlaſting Mercy in Chriſt, ny ſelf not only 
knowing what a care he had in his life time, 
that you ſhonld be brought up godlily; but alſo 
. at his death being charg'd in bis Will, by the- 
love and duty which I bear him to ſee you well 
inſtructed and bronght up in Knowledge: I 
could net chooſe but ſeck according as I was in 
duty bound, to falfil his Will in all things, de- 
ſiring no greater Comfort in the World than to 
ſee you grow. in Godlineſs, that ſo you might 
meet your Father in Heaven, where I am ſure 1 
he ie my, ſelf being a Witneſs of his Faith in 
Chriſt, And ſecing my ſelf goirg out of this 
World, and you but coming in, I knownot hom 
to perform this Duty fo well, as. to leave you 
theſe] 
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1 theſe few Lines, which will ſhew you as well the 
| great deſire your Father had, both of your 7¹5 
| id to 


ritual aud temporal Good, as the care I ha 
falfil his Will in this, knowing it was the laſt 


| duty I fhould perform unto him. But when 1 


bad written theſe things unto you, and had (as 
I thought) ſomething fulfilled your Fathers Re- 


queſt, yet I could not ſee to what purpoſe it 


uld tend, unleſs it were ſent abroad to you ; 
for ſhould it be left with the eldeft, it is likely 
the youngeſt ſhould have but à little part in it. 
Wherefore ſetting aſide all Fear, I have adven- 
tured to fſhew my Imperfection to the View of the 


World, not regarding what Cenſure for this 


ſhalt be laid upon me, ſo that herein I may 


| fhew my ſelf a loving Mother, and a dutiful 


Wife. And thus I leaue you-to the Protection 


ö of him that made you, and reſt till Death.” 


Your fearful, faithful 
and careful Mother, 


Dorotpy Leigb. 
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Counſel o my Children. | 
MY Sons, the Readers, of this Book, 


do you now mtreat 
To bear with each miſplaced Word : 
For why my Pains was great 
Towrite this little Book to you, 
(The World may think indeed) 
As it will be at any time 
For you the ſame to read. 
But this I much and oft deſire, 
That you would do for me, 
To gather Honey of each Flower, 
As doth the lab rous Bee. | 
She looks not who did place the Plant, 
Nor how the Flower doth grow, 
Whether ſo ſtately upon aloft, a | 
Or near the Ground below. e 
But where ſhe finds it, there ſhe works 
And gets her whotefom Food. 
And bears it home, and lays it u: 
To do e goes SH EC 
And for to ſerve her ſelf at need, 
When Winter doth begin, is 
When Storms and Tempeſts are without, -- , - 
Then ſhe doth find within. 
A ſweet and pleaſant wholeſom Food. 
A Houſe to keep her warm, 
A Place where ſafely ſhe may reſt, 
And be kept from all Harm ; 
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Counſel to my Children. 
Except the Bee that idle is, 

And ſeeks too ſoon for Reſt 
Before ſhe filled hath her Houſe 
Whereby her State is bleſt. 
And then as ſhe did reſt too ſoon, 

Too ſoon ſhe Sorrow knows: 
When Storms and Tempeſts are without, 

Then ſhe her ſelf beſhrows ; 

She looketh out and ſeeth Death 

Ready her to devour, 

Then doth ſhe wiſh that ſhe had got. 

More of the wholeſom Flower.. 

For why, within her Store is ſpent 
[' - Before the Winter's paſt, 

And ſhe by no means can endure 

| The ſtormy Winter's Blaſt, 

} She looketh out and ſeeth Death, 

And finds no lefs within - 
| Then too too late for to repent 

{ You ſee ſhe doth begin. 

+ Therefore ſee you not idle be, 

This I would have you know, 6d 
he ſure ſtill that the Ground be good, 
Wberein the Plant doth grow. | 
Then gather well and looſe no Time, 
1 Take heed, now you do ſee; 

{ Leſt you be unprovided found, 

Ass was the idle Bee. 
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he occaſion of writing this Book, was the con- 
ſideration of the care of Parents for their 
Chilaren. ö 


Children, when I did truly weigh, 

rightly conſider, and likewiſe per- 
tectly ſee the great care, labour, travel, 
ind continual ſtudy which Parents take to 


heir bodies with labour, ſome breaking 
heir ſleep with care, ſome ſparing from 


heir Souls, ſome by Bribery, ſome by Si- 
nony, others by Perjury and a multitude 
dy uſury ;ſome ſtealing on the Sea, others 
egging by*Land, . portions from every 


nonwealth be impoveriſhed, ſotheir chil- 


enrich their Children, ſome wearying 


heir own Bellies, and many hazarding. 


oor. Man, not caring if the whole Com- 


Mothers Bleſſing. 


lren be enriched - for themſelves they qo -4 
B be 


:- The MOTHERS- 
be content with meat, drink and Cloth 
fo that their children by their means ma 
be made rich; always abuſing this portio 
of Scripture ; He that provideth not for hi 
own Family is worſe than an Infidel: ever ſeek 
ing for the temporal things of this world 
and forgetting thoſe things which be eter 
nal. When! conſidered theſe things, 
ſay, I thought good (being not defirouM 
to enrich you with tranſitory goods) tc 
exhort and defire you to follow the connſe 
of Chriſt : Firſt, ſeek the Kingdom of Go, 
and his righteouſneſs, and then all theſe thing 
- fhall be adminiſtred unto you. 


| CHAP, II. 
The firſt cauſe of writing is a Motherly Af 
3 ſection. ets 
Ut, leſt you ſhould marvel, my Chil 
dren, why I do not, according tt 
the uſual cuſtom of Women, exhort yo 
by words and admonitions rather than b 
writing; a thing ſo unuſual among us, an- 
eſpecially in ſuch a time when there be 
many godly Books in the world, that the 
mould in ſome Mens ſtudies, while thei 
Maſters are mar'd becauſe they will ne 
meditate upon them, as many mens Gat 
ments moth-eat in thier Cheſts, whi 
their Chriſtian Brethren quake with co] 
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BLESSING. I 
in the ſtreet for want of covering: know 2% 
therefore that it was the Motherly affecti - 
on that I bear unto you all, which made 
me now ( as it often hath done hereto- 
fore) forget my ſelf in regard of you; nei- 
18 ther care | what you or any ſhall think of 
me, if among many words I may write but 
one ſentence, which may make you labour 
for the ſpiritual food of the Soul, which 
i muſt be gathered every day out of the 
e Word, as the Children of Jrael gathered 
AMauna in the Wilderneſs. By the which 
you may ſee it is a labour: but what la- 
bour ? a labour, without the which the 
ſoul cannot live. For as the Children of 
Iſrael! muſt needs ſtarve except they ga- 
thered every day in the Wilderneſs and 
fed of it: ſo muſt your ſonl, except you 
gather the ſpiritual Manna out of the word 
every day, and feed of it continually : for 
as they by that Manna comforted their 
hearts, ſtrengthned their bodies, and pre- 
ſerved their lives; ſo by this Heavenly 7 
Word of God you ſhall comfort your 
Souls, make them ſtrong in faith, and 
grow in true godlineſs : and * 
ſerve them with r joy, to everlaſting 
life, through faith in Chriſt, whereas it 
you deſire any food: for your Souls that is 


not in the written word of God your ſouls 
„ die 


— —— 
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die with it, even in your hearts and 
mouths, even as they that deſired other 
food died with it in their mouth, were it 
never ſo dainty, fo ſhall you, and there is 
-NO recovery for you. 
CHAP. III. 
The beſt labour is for the food of the ſoul. 

H my Children, is not this a com- 
fortable labour ? Our Saviour Chriſt 

faith, Labour not for the meat that periſheth, 

but for the meat that endureth to everlaſting 
Life: and yet J ſee, and fear you fhall Tee, 
how many there be that croſs Chriſt in 
theſe words; nay rather croſs themſelves : 
for contrary to our bleſſed Saviour's Coun- 
ſe], they labour for the Meat that periſh- 
eth, and in the mean time they looſe the 
food of everlaſting life. This (my belov- 
ed Sons, and dear Children) 1s the cauſe 
that maketh me ſo much to fear you, and 
thoſe who hereafter ſhall come of you, be- 
cauſe I ſee ſo many that regard not the 
Words of our Saviour Chriſt, who came 
irom the high Throne of God, and preach- 
ed to us, — prayed for us, and took our 
fleſh upon him, and kept us without lin, 
refuſing no company, healing every ſick - 
neſs and diſeaſe, fed the hungry, gave 
Pardon to every finne* that would but ask 
it, died for us, endut d the pains of 1 
5 or 


ut 
ith, 
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for us: yea more than this, even in our 


fleſh he overcomes Sin, Death and Hell, 


yea more than this, alſo he carried our fleſn 


into Heaven, in the ſight of many, and 


and there kept it, and is become a Medi- 
ator for us in it; he joyned himſelf to vs 


in our fleſh, as it is written, He took our 


fleſh upon him: He taught us to joyn our 
fleſh unto him by Faith, that where he i-. 
there we might be with him alſo, and it we 
will not follow him that hath done all this 
for us, and much more than I can write 
or declare, how unthankful ſhall we ſheyvs 
our ſelves ? | 


My dear Children, have I not cauſe to: 


fear ? The Holy Ghoſt ſaith by the Pro- 


phet, Can a mother forget the child of hers 


Womb? Iſa. 59. 15. as if he ſhould (ay, 


"= 
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is it poſſible that ſhe which hath car ric 


her child within her, ſo near her, ant 


brought it forth into the World with ſo 
much bitter pains, ſo many groans an 


creis, can forget it? Nay, rather, will: 
ſhe not labour now till Chriſt be formed 
in it? Will ſhe not bleſs it every time it 
ſucks on her breaſt, when ſhe feells the 
blood come from her heart to nouriſh it? 


Will ſhe not inſtruct it in the youth, and: 


admoniſh it in the Age, and pray for it 


continally ? Will ſhe not be afraid that: 
B 3 . the: 
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the child which ſhe endured ſuch pain for; 


ſhould endure endleſs pain in Hell ? Could 
St. Paul ſay unto the Galatians, that were 
but ſtrangers to him concerning the fleſh, 
only he had ſpent ſome time amongſt 
them, to bring them to the proteſſion of 
the Truth, from which he feared they 
would fall, And cou'd he, I ſay, write 

ato them, My litile Children, of whom I do 
travel again in birth, until Chriſt be formed 
in you ? And can any man blame a Mo- 
ther (who indeed brought forth her Child 
with much pain) though ſhe labour again 
till Chriſt be formed in them? Could St. 
Paul wiſh himſelf ſeparate from God for 
kis Brethrens ſake ? Rom. 9. 3, and will 
not a Mother venture to offend the world 
for her Childrens ſake ? Therefore let no 
Man blame a Mother, though ſhe ſometime 
exceed in writing to her Children, ſince e- 
very Man knows that the love of a Mother 
to her Children is hardly contained with- 
in the bounds. of Reaſon. Neither muſt 
you, my ſons, when you come to be of 
judgment, blame, me, for writing to you, 
lince Nature telleth me, that I cannot long 
be here to ſpeak unto you, and this my 
mind will continue long after me in writ- 
ing; and yet not my mind, but 1 ſeek to 
put you in mind of the word of our Savi- 

; our 
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BLESSING. | 7 
our Chriſt, which ſaith, Labour not for. the 
meat that periſbet h, &c. John. 6. 17. 
Where you ſee that the food of the Soul is 
to be gotten by labour. Why ſtand you here; 
Mat. 20, 6. (faith Chriſt) Here is no 
time to be idle; they that will reſt with * 
Chriſt in Heaven, muſt labour to follow 
him here on earth, Bleſſed are the dead: 
that die in the Lord, for they reſt from their 
labour Lev. 14. 13. Thus you ſee „if you will 

go to the place which Chriſt hath bought 
fo or yoo, you mult labour to follow Chritt A 
he laboured to pet it for you, or elſe all 
your labour would have been as nothing: 
and now you muſt labour to lay hold on 
him,or elſe all your labour would be worth 
nothing. Many there be that labour the 
clean contrary way ; for they leave Chriſt, 
and take hold of Traditions ; and a num- 
ber loyter, and by that means never get 
hold on Chriſt. And this is the cauſe why I 
write unto you, that you might never fly 
from him w:th the one, 0 yet loyter 
with the other; but that you might learn 
to follow him, and to take hold of him in 
the written Word of God, where you 
ſhall find him (as Chriſt himſelf witneſſ⸗ 
eth) and no where elſe. Searchthe Scriptures 
for they teſtific of me. John. 5. 35. Labour 
there! ore to come to Chriſt. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The ſecond cauſe is to tir them 1p to write. 
HE ſecond cauſe, my Son why [ 
write unto you, (for you may think 
that had I had but one cauſe I would not 
haye changed the uſual order cf Women) 
is needful to be known and may do much 
good; for where I ſaw the great mercy of 
God-toward you in NN men, and 
placing you amongſt the wiſe where you 

may learn the true written Word of God, 
which is the path-way to all happineſs, and 
which will bring you to the chief City 
New Jeruſalem : and the ſeven liberal Sci- 
ences, whereby you ſhall have at leaſt a ſu- 
perficial fight in all things: I thought it fit 
to give you good example, and by writing 

to intreat you, that when it ſhall pleaſe 
God to give both Virtue and Grace with 
your Learning, he having made you 
men, that you may write and ſpeak the 
word of God without offending any, that 
then you Would remember co write a book 
unto your Children, of the right and true 
way to happineſs, which may remain with 
| them and theirs for ever. 
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BLESSING FRE 
CHAP.V. 
The third cauſe is, to move Women to he care 
ful of their Children. 
1 HE et is to encourge Women 
(who l fear will bluſh at the bold- 
neſs) not to be aſhamed to ſhew their in- 
firmites: but to give men the firſt and chief 
place: yet let us labour to come in the 
ſecond ; and becauſe we muſt needs con- 
feſs that ſin entered by us into our poſte- 
rity, let us ſhew how careful we are to 
ſeek to Chriſt, to caſt it out of us, and our 
poſterity; and how fearful we are that 
our ſin mould ſink any of them to the 
loweſt part of the earth; wherefore let 
us call upon them to follow Chriſt, who 
will carry them to the height of Heaven, 


CHAP. VI. 
The fourth cauſe, is to arm them againſt ge. 
vert 

HE fourth cauſe is to deſite you that 

you will never fear poverty, but al- 
ways know it is the ſtate of the children 
of God to be poor in the World. Chriſt 
ſaith, Te ſhall have the poor with you always. 
It may be he hath appointed you or yours 
to be of this poor number. Do not ſtriye 
againſt Chriſt, It is as hard (faith he( for 
a rich man to enter into Heaven, as fer a Ca- 
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mel to go through the eye of a needle, Mat. 


19. 44. St. James ſaith, Wo be to you that 
are rich. Jam. 5. 2. 3. St. Paul faith, 


the deſire of mony is the Roor of all evil. 


i Tim. 16. 20. Which if it be true, as 
it is not to be doubted of, and you fear 
Poverty, then it doth neceſſarily follow, 
that you will deſire the root of all evil, 
which is Mony, and ſo become good for 
nothing. The fear of poverty maketh 
men run into a thouſand ſins, which no- 
thing elſe could draw them to; for many 


 _ fearing the cold ſtorms of poverty, which 


never laſtlong, run on to the hot fire of 
Hell, which never hath an end.This matter 
Tequireth many words, for it is hard to 
per ſwade the nature of Man from the fear 
of poverty? wherefore I will ſpeak. more 


of that afterwards : only I now ſay, fear 


not to be poor with Lazarur, but fear a 
F thouſand times to be rich with Dives. 
| CHAP. VII. 

The fifth cauſe is not to fear Death. 
IHE fifth cauſe is to deſire you ne- 
| ver to fear death, for the fear of 

death hathmade many to deny the known 
truth, and ſo have brought a heavy judg- 
ment of God upon themſelves. A great 
reaſon Why you ſhould not fear death, is 
decauſe you can by no means ſhun it, you 
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muſt needs endure it: And therefore it 
is meet that you ſhould be always prepar- 
ed for it, and never feay it. He that wit |} 
ſave his life, ſaith Chriſt, ſhalt loſe it, and ̃⁵ 
he that will leoſe his life for my ſake, and G o 
pels, ſhall find it. Mat. 16. 20. Do not fear 
the pains of death, in what ſhape ſoever hjñͥe 
comes: For perhaps thou ſhalt have more 
pains upon thy Bed, and be worſe pro- 
vided to bear them, by reaſon of ſome 
grevious ſickneſs, than thou art like to 
feel, when God ſhall call the forth to 
witneſs his Truth. The only way not to 
fear Death, is always to be provided to die. 
| And that thou mayſt always be provided . 
| todie, thou muſt be continually ſtrength- 
| ning thy faith with the promiſes of the 
Goſpel, He that liveth and believeth ſhall nee 
die, and though he were dead, yet ſhall he libe. 
Joh. 11. 25, 26, Meditate in the Law of the 
Lord day and night (as the Pſalmiſt foith) -, 
P/al.1.2. and then thou ſhalt be fit to bring 
forth friut in due ſeaſon : then ſhalt thou 
be fit to ſerye God, thy King, and Country, 
both in thy life, and in thy death, and ; 
always ſhalt ſhew thy ſelf a good Mem- 
| ber of Jeſus Chriſt, a faithful Subject co 
6 thy Prince, and always fit to govern in 
| the Chriſtian Common-Wealrh, and then 
chou mayſt n and truly ſay, hoes 
ther, ,; 
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ther I live or dye I am the Lord's, Rom- 
14. 18. But withont continual' medita- 
tion of the Word this cannot be done. 
And this was one of the chief cavſes why 
write unto you, to tell you that you muſt 
meditate in the Word of God ; For ma- 
ny read it, and are never the better, for 
want of Meditation. If ye hear the 
Word, and read it, without meditating 
thereon, it doth the Soul no more good 
than meat and drink doth to the body, 
being ſeen and felt, and never fed upon: 
For as the body will die, although it ſee 
meat; even ſo will the Soul, for all the 
nearing and reading of the Word, if that 
ye do not meditate upon it, and gather 
faith and ſtrength in it, and get hold of 
Chriſt; which if you do, Chriſt will bring 
you to the Kingdom of his Father; to 
which you can come by no means but-by 
Faith in him. 
CHAP. VIII. | 
The ſixth cauſe to perſwade them to teach 
their Childrem | = 
THE. ſixth reaſon is, to intreat-and 
| ure you, and in ſome fort to com- 
mand you, that all your Children, be 
| they Males or Females, may in their 
youth learn to read the Bible in their 
own Mother Tongue: for I know, 'tis a 
great 
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„ great help to true Godlineſs. And let 


* — . 


— none of you plead Poverty againſt this; 
8 for I know that if you be neither covetous, 
y prodigal, nor idle, either of which fins 
ſt will let no virtue grow where they come, 
- that you need not fail in this: but if you 
Ir follow the commandment of the Lord, 
je and labour ſix days, and keep the ſeventh} 
g holy to the Lord, and love him with all 
d your heart, ſoul and ſtrength, you will 
Y, not only be willing, but alſo able to ſee 
© them all brought up to read the Bible. 
ee Solomon that was wiſe by the Spirit of God, 
ne ſaid, Remember thy Creator in the days of thy 
at youth, Eccl. 12. and ye are alſo command- 
er ed to write it atoa the walls of your Houſes 
of and to teach it your Children, Deut. 11. 19. 
1g 20. I know (Aich God) that Abraham will 
to teach his Children, and his Childrens Chit 


dren, to walk in my Commandments; Ge. 18. 
19. Alſo 1 further deſire you, becauſe I wiſh 
all well, and would be glad you ſhould do 
as much as could be in the Wilderneſs of 
the World, that if any ſhall at any time 


nd deſire you to be a witneſs in the baptiſing 
m- of their Child, that then you fhall deſire 


the perſon ſo. deſiring, to give you his 
faithful word, that the Child ſhall. be 
taught to read, ſo ſoon as it can con 
veniently learn and that it ſhall ſacong 
55 . tinue] 
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14 The MOTHERS 
tinue, till it can read the Bible. If this 
= Will not be granted, you ſhall refuſe to 
= anſwer for the Child, otherwiſe do not 
refuſe to be a witneſs to any: for it is a 
good Chriſtian Duty. Moreover, forget 
not, whether you anſwer for the Child 
or no, to pray that the Child baptized 
may receive the Holy Ghoſt, with all other 
Children of the Faithful, eſpecially when 
you are where a Child is baptized ; for it 
is your duty to pray for the increaſe of 
the Church of God. Pray for the Peace of le- 
ruſalem (faith the Pſalmiſt) let them proſper 
that love thee, Pſalm 122. 9. 
CHAP. IX. 
The Seventh caſe is, that they ſhould give 
their Children good names. 


you, that though I do not live to 
be a Witneſs to the baptizing any of 
your Children, yet you would give me 
leave to give Names to them all, For 
though I do not think any holineſs to be 
in the Name, but know that God hath his 


in every place, and of every Name; yet! 
ſee in the Bible, it was obſerved by God 


thimſelf, to give choice Names to his Chil- 
dren, which had ſome good ſignification. 


I think it good therefore to name your 


Children, after the names of the Saints 


= as 


HE Seventh Cauſe is, to intreat - 


of - 
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of God, Which may be a means to put | 
them in mind of ſome vertues which thoſe } 
Saints uſed; eſpecially when they ſhall read 
of them in the Bible: And ſeeing many are 
deſirous to name both there own Children, | 
and others after their own Names, this | 
will be a means to increaſe the Names of 
the Saints in the Church, and ſo none } 
ſhall have occaſion to miſlike his Name, 
fince he beareth the Name of ſuch a Saint, 
a* hath left witneſs to the world, that he 
lived and died in the true Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt, The Names I have choſen you are 
theſe, Philip, Elizabeth, Fames, Anna, John and 
Suſanna, The Virtues of them that bore 
thoſe Names, and the cazuſes why I choſe 
them, I let paſs, and only mean to write 
of the laſt Name, S«ſanna [The ſtory of 
Suſanna though it be not Canonical, nor to be 
equalled to thoſe Books that are, yet it may be 
true and of good uſe as many other Hiſtories 
written by Men are. ] famous'd through 
the World for Chaſtity; a Virtue which 
always hath been, and is of great account, 
not only among the Chriſtans and People 
of God, but even among the heathens. 
and Infidels; inſomuch that ſome of them 
has written, that a Woman that is truly 
Caſt, is a great partaker of all other Ver- 
tues, and contrariwiſe, that the wes 
that 
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that is not truely Chaſt, hath no Virtue 
in her. The which ſaying, may be well 
wWarranted by the Scipture: for who is 
truly chaſt, 1s free from Idleneſs and from 
all vain delights, full of humility, and all 
good Chriſtian Vertues ; whoſo is chaſt 
is not given to pride in Apparel, nor any 
vanity, but is aiways either reading, me- 
ditating or practiſing ſome good thing 
which ſhe hath learned in the Scripture, 
But ſhe that is unchaſt is given ro be idle; 
or if ſhe do any thing it is for Vain-Glory, 
and for the Praiſe of Men, more than for 
any humble, loving and obedient heart 
that ſhe beareth unto God and his Word, 
who ſaid, Six days ſhallt thoulabour, Exod: 
20. g. and ſo left no time for idleneſs, 
pride or vanity, for in none of theſe is 
there any holineſs, The unchaſt Wo- 
man is proud, and always decking her 
_ ſelf with vanity, and delights to hear the 
vain words of Men, in which there is not 
only vanity, but alſo ſo much wickedneſs, 
that the vain words of Men, and Wo- 
men's vainneſs in hearing them, have 
brought many Women to much forrow 


and vexation, as woful experience hath 


and will make many of them confeſs, But 
ſome will ſay, Had they only lent an ear to 
their words, they had done well enough. 
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To anſwer which, I would have eve- 
ry one know, that one ſin begetteth ano- 
ther; The Vain words of the man and 
the idle ears of the Woman beget unchaſt 
thoughts oftentimes in the one, which 


may bring forth much wickedneſs in 


them both. N 
Man ſaid once, The Woman which thou 
gaveſt me, beguiled me, and I did tat, Gen. 


3. 2, But we Women now may ſay, 


that Men lie in wait every waere to de- 
ceive us as the Elders did deceive Szſanna. 
Wherefore let us be as ſhe was, chaſt, 
watchful and wary, keeping company with 
maids, Once Judas betrayed his Maſter 
with a Kiſs, and repented it; but now Men 
like Judas, betray their Miſtreſs with a 
Kiſs, and repent it not, but laught and 
rejoyce that they have brought ſin and 
ſhame to her that truſted in them. The 


only way to avoid all which, is to be chaſt 


with Szſanua, and being Woman, to im- 
brace that Virtue, which being placed in 
a Woman, is moſt commendable. 

An unchaſt Woman deſtroyeth both the 
body and the Soul of him ſhe ſeemeth moſt 
to love, and it is almoſt impoſlible to ſet 
down the miſcheifs which have. come 


through unchaſt Women. Solomon ſaith 


that Her ſteps leads to Hell, Pro. 2. 18. 
Where- 
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Wbherefore bring up your Daughters as 


ſeed of the Woman by faith, ſhall ſurely 


— hs. 1 — — 


— ———._ 


Suſannas Parents brought up her : Teach 
them the Law of theLord continually, and 
always perſwade them to imbrace this 
Vertue of Chaſtity. | 
It may be that ſome of you will marvel, 
ſince I ſet down Names for the imitation 
of their Vertues that bore them, why 1 
placed not Mary in the firſt place, a Wo- 
man Vertuous above all otker Women, 
My-reaſon was this, becauſe I preſumed, 
that there was no Woman ſo ſenceleſs as 
not to look what a bleſsing God hath ſent 
to us Women, through that gracious Vir- 
gin, by whom it pleaſed God to take a- 
way the ſhame which Eve our Grand- 


mother had brought to us: For before 


Men might ſay, The Woman beguiled 


me, and I did eat the poyſned fruit of 


Diſobedience and die; but now Man may 
ſay, if he ſay truly, the Woman brought 
me a Saviour, and I fed on him by Faith 
and live, Here is this great and woful 
ſhame taken from Women, by God work- 
ing in a Woman; Men claim no part in 
it ; the ſhame is taken from us, and from 
our poſterity for eyer. This ſeed of the 


Woman hath taken down the Serpents head: 


And now whoſoever. can take hold of the 


live 
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BLESSING. 19 
live for ever. And therefore all Gene- 
cations ſhall ſay, that ſhe was bleſſed who 
brought us a Saviour, the fruit of obedi- 
ence, that whoſoever feedeth of ſhal-live 
tor ever: And except they feed of the 
ſeed of the Woman they have no life, 
Joh. 6. 53. Will not therefore all Women 
ſeek out this great Grace of God, that 
by Mary hath taken away the ſhame which 
before was due unto us ever ſince the Fall 
of Man, 

Mary was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with all Goodneſs, and yet is called 
the Bleſſed Virgin: As if our God ſhould 
(as he doth indeed) in brief comprehend 
all other Vertues under this one of Chaſti- 
ty, wbereſore I deſire that all Women, what 
name ſoever they bear would learn of this 
bleſſed Virgin to be chaſt ; for though ſhe _ 
were more repleniſhed with Grace than a- 
ny other, and more freely beloved of the 
Lord, yet the greateſt Title that ſhe had 
was, That ſhe was a bleſſed and pure Firgin; 
which is a great cauſe to move all Women, 
whether they be Maids or Wives, (both 
which Eſtates ſhe honoured) to live chaft- 
y; to whom for this cauſe God hath given 
a cold and temperate Diſpoſition, and 
ound them with theſe Words, Thy Deſeres 
Hall be ſubject to thy Husband: Gen. 3. 1 * 
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As if God in mercy to Women ſhall ſay, 
You of your ſelves ſhall have no Deſires, 
only they ſhall be ſubject to your Husband: 
which hath been verified in Heathen Wo- 
men; ſo as it is almoſt incredible to be 
believed; for many of them before they 
would be defiled, have been careleſs of 
their Lives, and ſo have endured all thoſe 
Torments that Men could deviſe to inflict 
upon them, rather than they would loſe 
the name of a modeſt Maid, or a chaſt 
Matron, Yea, and ſo far they have 
been from conſenting to any Immodeſty, 
that if at any time they have been raviſhed, 
they have either made away themſelves, 
or at leaſt have ſeperated themſelves from 
company, not thinking theinſelves wor- 
thy of any Society, after they have once 
been defloured, though againſt their wills, 
Wherefore the Woman that is infected 
with the ſin of uncleanneſs, is worſe than 
a Beaſt, becauſe it deſireth but for nature, 
and ſhe to ſatisfie her corrupt luſts, 
Some of the Fathers have written, that 
it is not enough for a Woman to be chaſt, 
but even ſo to behave her ſelf that no Man 
may think or deem her to be unchaſt We 


read that in the Primitive Church, when. 


there were Wars between the Chriſtians 
and the Pagans, if at any time the Pagans 
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had got Victory, that then they would ſeek 
to deflour the Virgins ; to the which fin, 
before the Chriſtians would yield, they _ 
would continually lay violent Hands upon 
themſelves, inſomuch that the DoCtors of 
the Church were oftentimes conſtrained 
to make divers Sermons and Orations to 
them, to diſſwade them from that cruelty 
which they inflicted upon themſelves, ra- 
ther than they would ſuffer themſelves to 
be defloured : Such a diſgrace did they 
think it to have but one ſpot of uncleanneſs: 
and yet none of theſe were ſo holy as this 

Mary, this pure and undefiled Virgin. 
Some godly and reverend Men of the 
Church have gathered this, that there were 
five Women of great Vertue in the time of 
the Law, the firſt Letters of whoſe names 
do make her whole name: To ſhew that 
ſhe had all their Virtues wholly combined 
in her, as namely, Michal, Abigail, Rachel, 
Tudith and Anna. f | 
She was as faithful to her Husband as 
ſichal, who ſaved her Husband David 
tom the Fury of Saul, although he were 
der Father, and her King, not preferring 
er own Life'beforg the Safety of her Hus- 
binds, 1 Sam. 19:2. She was as wiſe as 
/bigail, who is bipftly commended for her 
Viidom : 1 Sam. 25. 3. Amiable N. th 
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fight of her Husband, as Rachel: Gen. 29. 

18, Stout and magnanimous in the time 

of trouble, as Judeth: 1 Sam. 10. 11. Pa- 
tient and zealous in prayer, as Anna. See- 
ing then, that by the one name many vir- 
tues are called to remembrance, I think iti 
meet that good Names be given to all Wo- 
men, that they might call to mind the 
Virtues of thoſe Women, whoſe nameyſ; 
they bear: but eſpecially above all otherſſj 
moral Virtues let Women be perſwadedfh 
by this Diſcourſe to imbrace Chaſtity,with{t 
ont which we are meer Beaſts, and nt] 


Women. a 
r A 
Reaſon of giving good Names to tl 

Children, | ni 


F ye ſhall think me too tedious abouftt 
the naming your Children; I tell yoꝗde 
that I have ſome reaſons for it, and the fir ſot 
is this, to make them read in the Bible t 
things which are written of thoſe SaintFa 
and learn to imitate their Virtues. Seve 
condly, becauſe many have made a God b 
the Virgin Mary, the Scripture warrani4 
ing no ſuch thing, and have pray'd to heſuc 
though there they ſhall find that ſhe was So 
Woman; yea, and a comfort to all Wh: 
men; for ſhe hath taken away the reproaq r. 
which of right belongeth unto us; and a 
. t 
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9.f the ſeed of the Woman we are all ſaved. 


de It was therefore fit I ſhould ſpeak largely 
a-f of that name. Thirdly, ſeeing many have 
e- heretofore, and now do make Images of 
r- Saints, to put them in mind of the Saints, 
 ItF and fo by little and little have at laſt wor- 
ſhipped the works of their own Hands for + 
fear of forgetting the Saints, haye forgot- 
ten the ſecond Commandment ; I thought 
it better to have you remember them by 
hearing their names, and by reading what 
they taught us in the Scripture, and how 
| nFthey led their Ilves, than by looking upon 
la painted piece of Paper or carved Stone. 
And this by the way may be marvelled at, 
that they which loze to worſhip Images, 
never love to name their Children after 
bouithe names of the Saints, for if they had ſo 
 yodone, by this time we ſhould have had no 
fir other names but Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
e t, Timothy, and ſuch as followed Chriſt 
aintffaithfully. Then Moſes and his Mildneſs 
Sqvould be more talked off; Samuel and his 
od Þbedience would be more ſought after; 
ran Abraham and his Faithfulneſs would. be 
o heffnore. followed, Laſtly, this I will tell 
was ou, that there is no Man but will be a- 
| WEhamed to do any thing which -ſhall diſ- 
roaFrace the good name, after which he is 
and Falled ; as if one ſhould ſay is this a Afo-... 
" 3 


be scholers, yet I hope, they will be able 
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ſes? is this an Elias? and hath ſuch quali- 
ties as theſe? 
e. I. 
Children to be taught betimes, and broughi Þ 
up gently. 

Am further alſo to intreat you, that 
all your Children may be taught to Þ 
read, beginning at four years old, or be- 
fore, and let them learn till ten, in which; 
time they are not able to do any good in 
the Common-wealth, but to learn how? 
to ſerve God, their King, and Coun- 
try by reading. And I deſire, intreat, 
and earneſtly beſeech you, and every one 
of you, that you will have your Children 
brought up with much gentleneſs and pa- 
tience. What diſpoſition ſoever they be of, 
gentleneſs will ſooneſt bring them to vir- 
tue; for frowardneſs and curſtneſs doth 
harden the heart of a Child, and maket 
him weary of virtue. Among the fro 
ward thou ſhalt learn frowardneſs ; let 
them therefore be gently uſed, and al 
ways kept from Idleneſs, and bring the 
up in the Schools of Learning, if you bt 
able, and they fit for it. If they will nol 


by Gods grace, to read the Bible, the Lay 
of God, and be brought to ſome good Vo 


cation or calling of life, Solomon faith 
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. i Teach a Child in his Jouth the trade of hir 
life, and he will not forget it, nor depart from 
ir when he is old, Prov. 12 6. 
CHAP. XII. | 
Choice of Wives. 
Ow for your. Wives, the Lord di- 
; rect you, for I cannot tell you what 
is beſt to be done; our Lord faith, Firſt 
| ſcek tha Kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
in and al things elſe ſhall be miniſtred unto you. 
wil Firſt, you muſt ſeek a godly Wife that ſhe J 
may be a help to you in godlineſs; for 
| God ſaid, It 3s not good for Man to be alone, 
| ler him have a help meet for him, Gen. 2, 
18. And ſhe cannot be meet for him except 
ſhe be truly godly, for God counteth that 
Man is alone ſtill, if his wife be not godly: 
If 1 ſhould write unto you how many the 
Scripture maketh mention of, that have 
been drawn to fin, becauſe they married 
ungodly Wives, it would be tedious for 
you to read. 
The World was drowned becauſe Men 
married ungodly Wives. Gen. 6. 23. 
Solomon who was not only the wiſeſt Man 
that ever was, but was alſo mightily en- 
dued with the Spirit of God, by marrying 
Idolatrous Women, fell (for the time) 
to Idolatry : 1 Kings 12, 4. Never think 
to ſtand, where Solomon tell. I pray God 
C that 
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that neither you nor any of yours may at 
| any time marry with any of thoſe which 
hold ſuch ſuperſtitions as they did, or as 
ſome do now as namely, to pray to Saints, 
to pray in Latin, to pray to go to Purgato 
ry, &c. Let not riches or money bring your 
| -poſteriry to this kind of Tradition. The 
- - beloved Apoſtle of Chriſt ſaith, Love xo 
| the world nor the things that are in the world : 
for he knew well that a little that a Man 
loveth not, would ſuffice him; little wit 
a godly Woman is better than great riche: 
with the wicked. Rebecca ſaith, I fhall bi 
- weary of my life, if Jacob take a Wife Y th 
daughters of Heth, as if ſhe would fay i 
my ſon marry an ungodly Wife, then al 
my comfort of him and his is gone, and 
it will be a continual grief to me, to ſec 
him in league and friendſhip amongſt the 
wicked. If ſuch ſhame and ſin' cometh upon 
my Son, as can by no means be helped 
nor by no means comforted, what ayailes 
it me then to live? e 
Bie not unequally yoked (faith the Hol 
-Ghoſt.)It is indeed unequal, for the god! 
and ungodly to be united together ; tha 
-their hearts muſt be both as one, which ca 
never be joyned in the fear of God & fait 
of Chriſt. Love not the ungodly ; mar 
with none except you love her, and b 
- | NL 


RY SD Ga amus wi... ammo erties LE IG. 


POE dive # 


BLESSING. 27 


ty not changeable in your love: Let nothing 
hi after you have made your choice, remove 
your love from her ; for it is an ungodly 
and very fooliſh thing for a Man to miſlike 
his own choice, eſpecially ſince God hath 
given a Man much choice amongſt the god- 
ly; and it was a great cauſe that moved 
God to command his to marry with the 
godly, that there might be a continual - 
agreement between them. 
2 CHAP. XIII. 
It ij a great folly for a Man to miſlike his 
own choice. 
Ethinks I never ſaw a Man ſhew a 
more ſenſleſs ſimplicity, than in 
miſtiking his own choice, when God has 
given a Man almoſt a world of Women to 
to chuſe him a Wife in, If a Man have 
not wit enough to chooſe him one whom 
he can love to the end, yet methinks he 
ſhould have diſcretion to cover his own 
folly ; but if he want diſcretion methinks 
he ſhould have policy, which never fails a 
Man, to diſſemble his own ſimplicity in 
this caſe, If he want wit, diſcretion and 
policy, he is unfit to marry any Woman. 
Do not a Woman that wrong, as to 
take her from her friends that love her, 
and after a while to begin to hate her. If 
ſhe Rave no friends yet thou knoweſt not, 
N C 2 du 
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1 The MOTHERS 
but that ſhe may have a Husband that may 
love het. If thou canſt not love her to the 

end, leave her to him that can. 

Methinks my ſon could not offend me 
in any thing, if he ſerved God, except 
he choſe a Wife that he could nat love to 
he end; I need not ſay, if he ſerved God, 
7or if he ſerved God, he would obey God, 
and theri he would choſe a godly Wife and 
4ive lovingly and godlily with her, and not 
to do as ſome Men, who taketh a Woman to 
make her a companion and fellow, and after 
nme hath her he makęs her both a ſeryant 
and drudge. If ſhe be thy Wife, ſhe is al- 
ways too good to be thy ſervant, and wor- 
yi to bethy fellow, If thou wilt have a 
good Wife, thou muſt go before her in 
all goodneſs, and ſhew hera pattern of 
all good Virtues, by thy godly and diſ. 
creet life, and eſpecially | in patience ac- 
cording to the council of the Holy Shoſt; 
Bear with the Woman as wn the wealer V. 0 
ſel. 1 Pet. J. 3. Here God ſheweth tha, 
it is her impefection that honoureth thee 
and that it is thy perfection that maket 
thee to bear with her; follow the counci 
of God therefore and bear with her, Go 
-willed a Man 10 leave Father and Mother fo 
his Wife. Gen. 2. 3. This ſheweth whal 
an exceſient love God did appoint to b 
| betwee 
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between Man and Wife. In truth I can- 
not by any means ſet down the excellency 
of that love; hut this Jaſſure you, that 
if you get Wives that be godly, and you a 
love them, you ſhall not need to forſake 
me; whereas if you have Wives that you 

love not, I am fare I will forſake you. IF 

Do not your ſelves that wrong, as to marry * | 

a Woman that you cannot love, ſhew not. . 

ſo much childiſhneſs in your Sex, as toſiy, 

you loved her once, and now your mind is 
changed ? If thou canſt not love her for 

the goodneſs that is in her, yet let the 
grace that is in thy ſelf move thee to do it: 

And ſol leave thee to the Lord, whom I. 

pray to guide both thee and her with his 

Grace, and grant that yon may choſe godly .: 

and live happily, and die comfortably. - 

through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. ; 
CHAP. . XIV. 
How to deal with Servants. 
Et one thing I am to deſire you to da- 
at my requeſt, and for my ſake, and 
tho* it be ſome trouble to you to per form 
it, yet-I aſſure my ſelf you will do it. If 

God ſhall at any time give you, or any of 

you, a fervant or ſervants, you ſhall ask 

them if they can read; if they cannot, yon 
ſhall at my requeſt, teach them cr cauſe, 
them to be taught, till they can read the 

| CG 3 ten 
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the place wherein they are, and not a 
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ten commandments of Almighty God. 
And then you ſhall perſwade them to pra- 
ctiſe by themſelves, and to ſpend all their 
idle time in reading, that To they may 
come the better to know the will of God 
written in his Word, Remember, your 
Servants are God's Servants as well as 
yours - If they be not, ſay as David ſaid, 
There ſhall not an ungodly perſon awell in mine 
Honſe : He that loveth or maketh lies, ſhall 
depart out of my fight : Pſal. 101. 7. It is 
not for you by my means, to keep any un- 
godly, - prophane, or wicked perſon in 
your houſe, for they bring a curſe upon 


bleffing, neither will they be taught any 

goodneſs ; but you muſt keep thoſe that Il 1 
be tractable and willing to ſerve God, y 
that he may bleſs you and your houfhold. In 
For God doth not delight in that Maſter Wt: 
that will ſuffer his ſervant to blaſpheme his Ma 
name, or miſ-ſpend his Sabbaths : Exod. Ne. 
20.For God commanded the Maſter that he 
ſhould ſee his ſervants keep holy the Lords 
day, and if he keep that day holy, he will 
learn to ſpend all the other days in the 
week well in following the duties of his 
Calling. I pray you keep the ſervants of 
God ; and then remember they are your 
Brethren:uſe them well and be as i - 
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Be not chiding for every trifle, for 


enrich you. Be careful that they be godly, 
for Godlineſs hath the promiſe of this preſent 
life, and of the life to come. 
Godlineſs is great riches, if a an be con- 
rented with what he hath : For we brought no- 
thing with us into the World, neither ſhall 


ö 

z 

e 

carry any thing out of the world: If we have 
S Hod and raiment, let us be therewith content. 


* C HAP. XV. 

N Patience is neceſſary for Governours of 

n Familes. 

a ”. Ive godlily and patiently in your 
* houſe; if you cannot be patient, ne- 


er think to live godlily; for if Satan ſee 
J, you of a froward mind, he will ſoon find 


1. matter enough to ſet you on work, Pray 


er faithfally with your ſeryants twice a day, 
is Wand tive ſo godlily, that you may be an 
d. example to them to follow you. 

he Pray often privately, 


ill Mio it may well be warranted by his Word, 


he for that is a true mark of the Child of 
his God. Many hear the Word, as our Savi- 
our witneſſeth, but few follow it. Mar. 


7. 14. Many pray openly, as the Phari- 
ſees did to be ſeen of Men; but Chriſt 


9 * 
do them good, as to have their ſervice; . 
that will hinder good living and nothing 


t Tim. 4. & 


faithfully and 
ds zcalouſly unto God, in the name of Chrift, . 
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faith, they have their reward. Mat. 6. 
16. This was not becavſe Chriſt miſliked 
publick prayer, but becauſe he ſaw their 
hearts, and ſo knew that they prayed 
more to be ſeen of Men than for any true 
faith they had in him. Chrſt faith, When 
two or three be gathered together in my Name, 
I will be with them, Mat. 18. 20. And 
this merciful promiſe is enough to make 
any Man to pray ; for though he doit 
very weekly and coldly, yet he ſheweth 
bis humility and obedience to God, and 
confefleth his own weakneſs, and calleth 
to God for his aſſiſtance and grace to ſerve 
him. One is alſo helped by the prayer of 
another, and the weaker is made parta ker 
of tke prayers of the ſtronger; for Chriſt 
taught us to pray one for another: Forgive 
us our treſpaſſes. When Chr iſt ſaith, If iwo 


or three be gathered together in my Name, 1 


will be with them He doth not ſay with 
ſome of them, but 7 wil be with them, that 
is, with all of them that are joyned toge- 
ther in my name : Thovgh ſome be weak- 
er, and ſome be ſtronger, yet they all 
ſhew their obedient hearts, and God will 
accept them in Chriſt, And this isa great 
means to ſtir up their hearts to prayer; 
for it is the hardeſt thing that is, for any 
Man to perform rightly, truly and faith- 
fully. C HAP. 


_— 


Nn Mm Es 


BLESSING. 33+ 
CHAP. XVI 


Means to further private prayer. 

Ow all things are to be uled, that 

are means to ftir us up to private 
prayer, and all things are to be ſhunned 


that hinder vs from it. Thoſe things - | 


that may further us to it, are hearing the 
Word, reading it, praying publickly, . 
and being in company with others when 


they pray: For all theſe help to increaſe - } 


and ſtrengthen Faith, and without Faith it 


is impoſſible to pray aright, either publickly - 
or privately, or to take hold of the pro- 


miſes of God in Chriſt, believing that our 

prayers ſhall be accepted and granted, ſo 
far forth as ſhall be to Gods glory and our - 
good; and the true ſervant of God will 
never defire more than he knoweth by Faith 


in Chriſt (wich he hath learned by the 
promiſes of the Goſpel) that he ſhall + 


have. 
CHAP. XVII. 
| Lets. FRET 
Here be many things that will hinder - 
both Men and Women from this 
duty. The Devil will do what he can to 


hinder us, the world is our hindrance con- 


tinna y; and a Mans own friends are of- 

teni1mes hinderances too; yea, a Mans own + 

nature will never be willing to talk with + 
e God - 
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God: For by nature we run away from him 
with Adam, and rather hide our ſelves with 
fig- leaves, and excuſes, than come to God, 
and fall down before him on our Faces, 
confeſs our ſins, acknowledge our unwor- 
thineſs, crave pardon for Chriſts ſake of 
| God for all our tranſgreſſions. Yet Adam 
had more cauſe to run away than we have, 
and we have more cauſe a great deal to 
come to God than he had; for he knew nos 
then that God would call him back again, 
and give him his pardon in Chriſt, who 
ſhould tread down the head of the Serpent, 
which beguiPd him : But we know that 
God hath called Adam and all his poſte- 
rity, and given him pardon in Chriſt, if 
they will come and ask it in faith and re- 
pentance. He therefore that doth not 
often and privately fall down and humble 
himſelf before God, and conleſs his own 
tins, craving pardon in Chriſt, and by 
faith applying the promiſes of God to 
himſelf, hath great cauſe to fear that his 
heart is not true and right before God. 
And therefore if thou canſt not pray pri- 
vately, or feeleſt thy ſelf cold in prayer, 
for to help thy felf, thus thou ſhalt do. 
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C HAP. XVIII. 
Helps againſt the / ray lets. 
Veky morning fo ſoon as thou canft 
(for the ſooner the better) before 
the World get hold on thee, either with 
profit or pleaſure (for thoſe are the Devils 
baits) or before thou feedeſt thy Body 
(for the Body is a great deal more ſubject 
to the ſpirit, when it is not pampered nor 
fed at his own will;) Zuke 18. 13. then, 
I ſay, go into ſome private place and 
fall down on thy face, as the Publican did, 
and ſet thy ſelf afar off, and ſay, God be 
merciful to me a ſmner : O Lord I ac- - 
knowledge that I cannot pray, Pardon 
me dear Father, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake,' .. 
quicken me with thy holy Spisit : Give - 
me Faith to call upon thee : and I beſeech - 
thee graciouſly to remember thy promiſe, . 
which ſayeſt, Come unto me all ye that la- 
bour, and are heavy laden, and J will eaſe 
you, Mat. 11.18, OLord / I am loaden- ' 
with my fins, and againſt all reaſon they } 
keep me from ſeeking pardon for them, 
and grace to ſhun them. Good Father, for 
Chrift his ſake remove my fins far from 
me, and give me faith in the Son, which 
may aſſure me, that thou doſt accept of 
me, as of thy Servant in him. And al- 
„though I be moſt unworthy in my ſelf, | 
1 | yet \Þ 
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yet by thy promiſes in Chriſt which ſhall 
never fail, | pray thee accept me. 


- — 


Furthermore for the better ſtirring thee 
up to pray, read ſome Chapters of the 
Teſtament, as namely, the ſixth of Saint 
Matthew, or ſome other, wherewith thou 
mayeſt hear the promiſes of God in Chriſt 
to ſtrengthen thy Faith. 

Take heed of Idleneſs and flothfulneſs, 
which is a great hinderance. I know that 
all fins are hinderances to prayer; but 
idleneſs, and following the World either 
for profit or pleaſure are wonderfully 
migkty ones. 

CHAP, XIX, 
| To Pray often. 

Ever make account of thy ſelf asa 
| _ diligent ſervant of God, if thou doſt 
not twice a day. (at the leaſt) come pri- 
vately to God, and acknowledge thine in- 


firmities, and confeſs that thou canſt 


not pray, and deſire God to give thee 


mW zrace to do it faithfully : When thou feel- 


eſt a motion to pray, do not over-ſlip it 
far any cauſe in the World, for, thou 
knoweſt.nrt what graces or bleſſings God 
means to beſtow upon thee at that time; 
for it is the Spirit of God calling thee ; 
and therefore find no delays, but go: For 
the nature of Man, of it ſelf, will never 


- 
24} 
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be ſtirred to private prayer: But how- 
ſoever thou doeſt, be thou Maſter, er be 
thou Servant, be thou at home, abroad, 
or in what condition or place ſoever thau 
be, do not ſleep at night till thou haſt jj 
humbled thy ſelf before God on thy knees 
in prayer: For night is a time when the 
World leaves a Man (as it were) for a 


, while, and when the World leaves him, I} 
t the Devil hath not ſo much power over 
t him. For the World is a great inſtrument 
r of the Devil to work by ; therefore. when 


y the World is aſleep (as it were) the Devils 

power is weakned, and then beſure thou 

prayeſt to God to deliver thee from the 

World; the World is like Pharoah, which 
a By no means would ſuffer the Children of 
ſt Iſrael to go ſerve the Lord; ſo doth the 
i- World, if it know that thou goeſt to ſerve 
n- God, it will bring thee back again, if it-] 
it be poſſible : and therefore it is beſt to 
4.4 pray privately, although thou do it but 
I- weakly; for within a while this weak 
prayer will ſtrengthen greatly thy faith. 
Pray when the world is aſleep, for as ſoon } 
as it is awake, It will cry and call on thee, } 
(as Pharoah did to the 1/raelites) to attend 
ir, 1 will bring thee more work ſtill, as 
he did to them. And as the Tyrant told 
the Iſraelites, that they ſhould go and ſerve Y 
| | | their 
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their God; but when the time came he 
would not let them, but found imploy- 


- ment for them: even ſo will the world do 
by any that will believe it; it will promiſe 


at ſuch a time thou ſhalt ſerve God; and 


| when ſucha thing is done, thon ſhalt go 


Pray 3 but when the time come, it will 
ind more work for him ſtill, and will not 
Jet him go. Pharoah is the very figure of 
the Devil, and the Devil calleth himſelf 


i| | the God of this World; and if the Devil 


hath to do with this World, as no doubt 
but he have, then it is certain that the 


World will never give us leave to ſerre 


God. Our own nature is as the nature of 
the Iſraelites, for they had rather have tay- 


ried with Pharoab, who was the very J- 


mage of the Devil, and been his ſlaves ſtill, 


than to have gone thorow the Red-ſea and 


the Wilderneſs to the promiſed Land of 


| Canaan, which was the figure of Heaven ; 
Numb. 1. 15. and even fo had we rather 
be flaves and drudges in this World, which 


will take all from us, and caſt us to the 
Devil, (as Pharoab would have done by the 
Children of J/-ae!) than we will leave the 
World and all his baits, and go to our God 
every day, and humble our ſouls at his 
foot, and confeſs our ſelves to be weak in 
faith, and acknowledge our frailty g 
ata 
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and call earneſtly for the help of God 
to overcome the World for us to ſtreng- 


then us by his power, , againſt the Devil, 
the World and our frailty, and wicked 
fleſhly Luſts, and yet except we do call 


continually to God for his grace and help, 


we can no more overcome theſe, than 


the Children of Iſrae] could over-come 


Pharoah, or go through the Red-Sea with» } 


out drowning : tor it was God that over- 
came Sharoab for them, and alſo all their 
Enemies, and delivered them out of the 
Red-Sea : and fo it muſt be God that 
maſt overcome the D.vil, and all the E- 


nemies in the World, and deliver thee, . 
that thou ſink not in the Sea of thine own 


ſins. 
CHAP. XX. 


Not to neglict private prayer. 
THerefore I deſire you, and every 


one of yours to the Worlds end, 
that whatſoever ſervice of God you omit, 
yon do not neglect private Prayer; for 
many may hear the Word of God, as A. 
dam did, and diſobey it preſently after: 
and ſome hear the Word of God, as Adam 
did after his fall, and had rather be further 
off, as he had then. Bur private Prayer 


is, to offer thy ſelf and ſervice toGod,con- 


feſſing Y 


, 
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feſſing thine own imperfections, and to 
call to God for his aſſiſtance. Now when 
a ſinner by himſelf calleth his own ways 
to remembrance and confeſſeth his parti- 
cular ſins, then he ſeeth what ſin his own 
nature is moſt ſubject unto, and prayeth 
earneſtly agaiaſt that ſin wherewith he is 
moſt infected, and confefleth his own weak- 
neſs, and wondereth at himſelf that he is 
not able to overcome that one fin, as well 
as he can ſome other ſins of as great force, 
The reaſon is this, the nature of man is 
wholly corrupted with fin, and is good for 
nothing; as the earth is fit to bring forth 
nothing but weeds, except it be. digged 
and dreſſed, and continually laboured and 
weeded: yet one weed or other will grow 
in ſome part of the earth by nat ure, which 
will not grow in an»ther part though it be 
ſown there, but ſome other wecd will grow 
there, that is ill, and one weed over-grow- 
ing the ground, is able to make it unpro- 
fitable for any thing: ſo one ſin will rule 
where another will not, and that one over- 
running there, 1s able to make thee an un- 
profitable member of the Church; there- 
fore thou muſt labour by private prayer 
to oyer come it. 


CHAP. 
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„ NA. XA 
Men become worſe for want of uſing good 
| ; | MEARS, 8 

Oreover, as a Garden if it be twen- 
ty years kept with digging, wa- 
tering and weeding, and then be let but 
two years alone, it will become unprofita- 
ble, ſavage and of no reſpect: even ſo, if 
thou doſt in thy youth, or many years uſe 
private prayer, and hearing of the Word 
preached, and publick Prayer and Faſting, 
and all good means to keep thy earthly Bo- 
dy in ſubjection; yet if thou becomeſt neg- 
ligent and careleſs but a while, it will ſoon 
d become ſavage and wild, and conſequently 
d | an unprofitable member of Chriſt his 
Church, or rather manifeſt thy ſelf to be 
-h Þ no member, as the earth will be no Gar» 
be | den and therefore you muſt have a con- 
w i tinual care of your ſelves. It is not fora Ji 
#- | ſmall matter that you muſt have this care, Ji 

o- but for a great and moſt glorious Kingdom 

le | which laſteth for ever, where thou ſhalt 
r- enjoy the ſweet and loving preſence of Al- 
n- | mighty. God, and be a member of Jeſus } 
e- Chriſt, in the Kingdom of Heaven, for er | 
er ver world, without end. Then neither. Sa- 
tan, nor the World, nor thy own fleſh | 
ſhall be able one minute to trouble thee, if 
. through faith in Chriſt, by continual pray- } 
. er, | 
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er, thou onee getteſt thither. Neither is 
it to ſhun a little danger, that you muſt be 
thus watchful and wary of your ſelves, as 
was drowning in the Red-Sea, which was 
a figure of Hell - but it is to avoid burn- 
ing in Hells torments for ever and ever; 
and being joyned to the Devil, and all his 
wicked ſpirits for ever, there to be tor- 
mented and never have reſt : and this will 
be more than a thouſand millions of pains, 
to thoſe that ſhall enter into thoſe tor - 
ments, to think that God hath offered fo 
merciful a means, as to ſend his own Son 
to endure thoſe pains for them, that they 
might never have left them, and ſent them 
his Word, and willed them to follow that, 

_and that ſhould teach them to follow Chriſt, 
| and Chriſt ſhould bring them to Heaven; 


| and if that the Devil, the World and the 
| Fleſh, did lay blocks in their ways, more 


than they could remove, that then they 
ſhould call upon him, and he would help 


them over, and make the way in time 


more plain and eaſie for them, and yet they 
would not take a little pains here, to keep 
them from endleſs pains of Hell fire. Oh 
| how will they be tormented, when they 
| know that there will never be an end of 


their perpetual miſery ? what would they 


not give? nay, they have nothing to iger 
5 or 
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for the World hath deceived them, and 
hath taken all things from them ; but whet 
pains would they not take to follow our 
Saviour now if they might ? Pains! nay 
they would Think it a great pleaſure, and 
wonder greatly at themſelves, that they 
ever could think it pains, when indeed it 


is moſt pleaſant and moſt comfortable, the 


moſt profitable and molt delightful, yea, & 
the moſt contente1 thing in the World. 
| C HAP. XXII. 
To lay hold on Chriſt is the beſt thing in the 
| World. 
T is the moſt pleaſing thing, becauſe it 


brings ſo ſweet contentment to the 


ſoul, mind and conſcience of a Man, that 


nothing can offend it. It is the moſt com- 


fortable thing, in regard, it ſo comforteth 
and ſtrengtheneth the heart, that nothing 
can grieve it. It is moſt profitable, for 
it getteth an everlaſting Kingdom to thoſe 
that uſe it. It is moſt delightful, for it 
bringeth joy to the whole man. It is moſt 
contenting, for no croſs in the World 
can diſcontent it. When as the World 
on the contrary ſide, are never content, 
never quiet, never feel joy in their hearts, 
though they laugh, their hearts are not 
quiet, for there is no peace to the ungodly, a. 
38. 22. And this is the cauſe that = 
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ſeek ſo much for paſtime, and ſit up in the 
night ſwilling and drinking unti they feel II 
fleep call them to bed; and then they lie t 
down like brute beaſts, never regarding 
the miſ-ſpending of their time, nor calling 
for grace to ſpend the reſt of their days 
better; and yet for all this, in the darky ſi 
they often feel diſcontent in their minds, 
becauſe they do follow the Devil that | 
wicked Serpent, which will torment them, ; 
and he begins to torment them here, and 
yet they will ſerve him. On the contrary, | 
thoſe that ſerve God, and follow Chriſt, 
and every night reconcile themſelves unto | 
him, and confeſs their own weakneſs, and 
pray Chriſt their Saviour to defend them 
That night, and evermore, they feel much 
comfort in their hearts: for Chriſt begins 
the comfort here, I laid me down in peace, 
and roſe again (ſaith David) and the Lord 
ſuſtained me, Pſal, 3. 5. So they which 
ſerve God, and follow Chriſt, are in peace, 

for the Lord ſuſtaineth them, 

| CHAP. XXIII. 

| What need there is to ſpeak much of Chriſt. 

| TT may be you marvel, my Sons, why 1 

F- write ſo much of Chriſt. Marvel not 
why I write ; for I wonder that every one 

| which hath heard of him, doth not write 

| what Chriſt hath done for us. For was it 
6 not 
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not a great wonder, that the only begot- 
ten Son of God ſhould come down from 
Heaven, and take our fleſh upon him, and 
keep it without ſin, and ſuffer himſelf to be 
buffeted, and alſo to have his face ſpit on, 
and to be moſt ſpitefully crowned with a 
Crown of Thorns? And being without 
ſin, he bare all our fins upon him, and 
having never offended God, he bareall the 
Wrath of God, and endured the pains of 
Hell for us, which was due unto us for our 
ſins, and he hath overcome ſin, death and 
Hell for us, and aſcend ed into Heaven to 
prepare us a place there. And yet heleft 
vs not thus, but he left his Will and Te- 
ſtament, to direct us the right way how to 


come unto him: And yet he did more for 
us than this, he promiſed that he would be 


with us unto the Worlds end, and whenſo- 
ever we wanted his help, do but call upon 
him, and he would help us. Mat. 1 8.26. And 


yet he did more for us, he ſent Preach- 


ers to call upon us, and to put us in remem- 
brance of thoſe benefits, and to direct us 
the right way to Heaven, to himſelf, And 
what promiſes he hath made to us to en- 
tice and draw us to come unto him, and 
what threatnings and warnings he hath 


given us to ſhun Hell, it is impoſſible for 


me and all the Writers in the World to 
write 
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write, St. John ſaith, I all the things which 
Chrift did were written, the World would 
not contain the Books, Joh. 11. 24. But 1 
am ſure if all the Writers in the World 
had written what Chriſt had done for us, 
they could not ſufficiently declare it. If 
all the Sea were Ink, and all the Iron in the 
World were Pens, and all the Creatures 
Writers, they could never declare the 
great benefits, the great bleſſings, and the 
great mercies given unto us in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord and Saviour. What is a man 
without Chriſt, more than a Fire- brand of 
Hell? and what an excellent creature a 
man is in Chriſt, can hardly be expreſſed : 
and yet there are many that are angry be- 
cauſe there-are ſo many Books. Reading 
good Books, worketh a mans heart to 
Godlineſs; for even as the fire warmeth 
the wax, and maketh it fit to receive a 
good faſhion, even ſo good Books written 
of the mercies of God in Chriſt, are the 
way to Chriſt, and teach us how to ſhun 
the way that leads from Chriſt. But be- 
cauſe I would have you Writers of the 
mercies of God in Chriſt I will tell you 
what writing of good Books doth, it makes 
the way to Chriſt eaſie to thoſe that deſire 
to go in it. And I will tell you who are 
they that are angry with writing of * 
2 they 
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they are ſuch as are ignorant, and the 
more ignorant they are, the. more angry: 
they are thoſe that love the World fo well, 
that they cannot find leiſure to read Booka 
St. John ſaith, Love not the World, nor the 
things that are in the World: for the love of 
the World is an enemy to God: And here you 
ſee that they are enemies to God, for they 
love not to have him ſo much written of. 
They that love not Books nor Sermons, 
do not care ſo much to know what Chriſt _ 
hath done for them, and how they ſhould 
follow Chriſt ; they are ſtalled with it; 
they love the earth; they can talk of 
it Year after Year, and they are ne- 
ver weary. In truth it would weary a 
Heavenly minded Chriſtian, to hear an 
earthly minded man, how continually he 
will talk of the earth and earthly things ; 
the very time that he is in the Church, he 
can hardly hold his peace from talking of 
ſome earthly thing or other; and the 
whole Sabbath, which God ſanctiſied, and 
reſted himſelf, and in mercy to him, com- | 
manded him to reſt, that will he never | 
reſt from theſe earthly and tranſitory {| 
things; for Heavenly reſt he never re- 
ſpeQeth, Truly I think he meaneth to make {; 
himſelf ſure of Hell hereafter: For Chrift |} 
ſaith, He that loveth the World is an enemy 
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to God: and he that is an enemy to God, 


can never come to be an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, except be returns, 
and reconciles himſelf to God through 
Chriſt, except he leaves his earthly affecti- 
ons, and attend upon Chriſt ; for God lo- 
veth none but only thoſe whom he ſeeth 
waiting and attending upon his Son, and 
then the Almighty God accepteth him as 
his Son, and bids him call him Father, and 


whatſoever he needs, he is ready to fur- 


niſh and relieve him withal ; but if he be 
obſtinate, and will not attead upon his 
Chriſt, but attends upon his own buſineſs, 
and worldly affairs, Gcd never reſpeQeth 
him, how many friends ſoever he hath in 


the World, nor how mighty ſoever they 
are; and then are his riches and his friends}. 
nothing worth, neither can they do him 


the leaſt good as can be thought of, Now 
he that loves not writing of Books, nor 


heating of Sermons, he hath little leiſure, 
and leſs deſire to pray: This I aſſure you 


is true, and his own Conſcience will tell 


to help us to the Mercies of God in Chriſt 
For if we hear Sermons, and do not pra 
earneſtly 


— — 


— . 


1 am — —— Sas = 2 


* him fo much, let him examine it when hes. 
will; for Sermons, and reading gooc 
Books, are the only means to bring a man, 
to Prayer, and prayer is the only mean 
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I, -arneſtly to God for Jeſus Chriſts ſake 
o ſend the Holy Ghoſt to enlighten our 
laderſtandings, and to ſanctifie our hearts, 
nd follow that whlich we hear, we are 
ever the better; tor many hear and un- 
erſtand not, and many underſtand, and 
Bow it not ; but there is none that 
rayeth faithfully to underſtand, and for 
race to follo'w it, that obtaineth not, if 
2 continue in true prayer, The Holy 
thoſt ſaith, Pray always, and in all things 
be. thankful, 1 Theſ. 5. 17, 18. and the pro- 


hiSFiſe is made, Ask and ye foall have, Mat. 
ſs, 7. that is, whatſoever you go about, 
ay ray to God to bleſs it, and thank God 


1 Proſperity and Adverſity, or howſoe- 
er it pleaſeth God to deal with you; 
r it comes by his Providence, and there- 


r it pleaſeth him to lay upon thee, Do 
ot as they which rage and ſwear at the 
s of a few earthly things, but thank 
od, again and again, that it is no worſe, 
it be but for the loſs of ſome earthly 
ing, it cannot be ill for the child of 
od; for Job never honoured God fo 
Jich, nor did fo much good in the Church 
God while he was rich, as when he 
as poor; for when he was rich, the 
evil himſelf told * that Job ſerved 


him 


Te be thankful to God, what croſs ſoe- 
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ro God: and he that is an enemy to God, 
can never come to be an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, except be returns, 
and reconciles himſelf to God through 
Chriſt, except he leaves his earthly affecti- 
ons, and attend upon Chriſt ; for God lo- 
veth none but only thoſe whom he ſeeth 
waiting and attending upon his Son, and 
then the Almighty God accepteth him as 
his Son, and bids him call him Father, and 
whatſoever he needs, he is ready to fur- 
niſh and relieve him withal; but if he be 
obſtinate, and will not attend upon his 
Chriſt, but attends upon his own buſineſs, 
and worldly affairs, God never reſpecteth 
him, how many friends ſoever he hath in 
the World, nor how mighty ſoever they 
are; and then are his riches and his friends 
nothing worth, neither can they do him 
the leaſt good as can be thought of, Now 
he that loves not writing of Books, nor 
heating of Sermons, he hath little leiſure, 
and leſs defire to pray: This I aſſure you 
is true, and his own Conſcience will tell 
him fo much, let him examine it when he 
will; for Sermons, and reading good 
Books, are the only means to bring a man 
to Prayer, and prayer is the only means 
to help us to the Mercies of God in Chriſt: 
For if we hear Sermons, and do not pray 
earneſtly 
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:arneſtly to God for Jeſus Chriſts ſake 
o ſend the Holy Ghoſt to enlighten our 
laderſtandings, and to ſanQihe our hearts, 
nd follow that which we hear, we are 
ever the better; tor many hear and un- 
erſtand not, and many underſtand, and 
ollow it not; but there is none that 
rayeth faithfully to underſtand, and for 
race to follo it, that obtaineth not, if 
e continue in true prayer, The Holy 
hoſt ſaith, Pray always, and in all things 
2 thankful, 1 Theſ. 5. 17, 18. and the pro- 


WW iſe is made, Ak and ye foall have, Mat. 
2 7. that is, whatſoever you go about, 
ray to God to bleſs it, and thank God 
| W Proſperity and Adverſity, or howſoe- 
Jer it pleaſeth God to deal with you; 
r it comes by his Providence, and there- 
NW rc be thankful to God, what croſs ſoe- 
er it pleaſeth him to lay upon thee, Do 
rt as they which rage and ſwear at the 
„ss of a few earthly things, but thank 
uod, again and again, that it is no worſe, 
uit be but for the loſs of ſome earthly 
de ing, it cannot be ill for the child of 
d od; for Job never honoured God fo 
n uch, nor did fo much good in the Church 
a God while he was rich, as when he 
i Nꝛas poor; for when he was rich, the 
ay oevil himfelf told God, that Job ſerved 
ly _ : him 
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= bin not for nothing. As if he ſhonld ſay, 
Thou haſt given him many bleſſi:gs, if he 
ſhould not be thankful, it were a marvel. 
CHAP, XXIV. 
The unthankfulneſs of Rich Men, a great 
| Sin. 

= - H ! This will be a witneſs againſt 
= many rich men, which receive ma- 
ny great bleſſings, and yet they be un- 
thankful : for the Devil thought, that he 
which receiveth gifts and bleſſings, could 
not chuſe but be thankful ; and yet when 
Job was 11ich, he never did God fo much 
Honour, nor ſervice in his Church, as 
when his goods were gone; for betore 
ne was a rich Man, and lived well. and 
gave ſomething to the poor, What ſhouid 
he have done with his goods elſe ? And 
ſo did many more beſides him. But when 
all his goods were taken away, he did 
not as Worldly Men do.; he did not ſay, 
I am bewitched, or it is the negligence o 
my Servants, but he ſaid, The Lord giv: 
2th, and the Lord taketh, and as it pleaſetl 
the Lord, ſo it cometh to paſs : bleſſed be th 
name of the Lord. And thus, he becam 
* Thankful for his loſs, this is a thing ths 
every one cannot do: and he was ſo pa 
tient and thankful, what croſſes ſoever 

|... - Pleaſed God to lay upon him, that 
I 12 -  glorifie 
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2lorified God in kis obedience, and ſhew- bt 


ed that he loved God; and that his love 
was not ſet on this worldty Wealth, Sg 
he might have God without the World, 
he cared not: he was none of thoſe that 
muſt needs have God and the World to- - 
gether, or elſe they will none; but he 
was one that left an example to the whole 
Church of God to be thankful and pa- 
client, 
CHAP. XXV. 
How to read with profit. 1 
Pray read the ſtory of Job, and not 
only read, but gather ſome fruit out 
of it: And ever when you begin to read 
any part of this Scripture, lift up your 
hearts, ſouls and minds unto God, and 
pray privately or publickly : but of pri- 
vate prayer never fail, and defire God 
for Chriſts ſake, to enlighten your un- 
derſtandings, to ſanRifie your hearts, and 
to make them fit to receive the good ſeed 
of the Word, and to give you grace to 
bring forth fruit to Gods glory, for 
Chriſts ſake, In this 3s my Father glorified 
that you bring much fruit, and be made my 
Diſciples, Joh. 15. 9. And again he faith, | 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they. 
may ſee your good works , and glorifie your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. H re: 
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you may ſee you muſt glorifie God, and 
you mult leave an example to the Church, 
that you ſerve and love God; this did 
Job: And I pray God for Chriſts ſake 
that you may do the like, and that you 
may do it, you muſt pray to God conti - 
nually, yea, and in private, for his grace 
and aſſiſtance. | 
GH AP: ANVIL 

The pre-eminence of private prayer. 

Hat is the moſt excellent virtue and 
* happineſs that belongeth to private 
Prayer, no Man by any means can de- 
prive a Man of it : Some have had their 
* Bibles taken away, that they could not 
read : Preachers have been baniſhed, that 
they could not hear: They have been ſe- 
parated from Company, thit they could 
not have publick Prayer: yet private Pray- 
er went with them; thereby they talked 
with God, and made all their miſeries 
known unto him, and craved his aſſiſtance 
1n all their troubles. And this is the grea- 
teſt comfort that all good Chriſtians 
have, that no Man can bar them from 
private conference with God. Then take 
heed yeu do not bar your ſelves from it, 
ſince none elſe can do it; and you know 
not what need yqu ſhall have of it, nor 
at accident may happen to you in your 
| lives, 


w — — ng m mf. 


e 


rt ct 


Qu 


BLESSING: 33 


lives, nor what need you ſhall have of it 
in the hour of death. Therefore if you 
would a uus have it, you muſt always uſe 
it, nd n you ſhall ſee what profit will 
come ut; and then you will be hum- 
bly f ful, and familiarly acquaiated 
with Gad. 
CHAP, XXVII. 
The benefits of the acquaintance wth Goa. 
H heavenly and happy acquaintance ! 
For the longer thou uſeſt it, the 
ſt: onger will be thy Faith, the humbler 
thy heart, the earneſter thy zeal, and 
the holier thy life ; and this maketh God 
accept you in Chriſt, and then thou art 
he that Chriſt ſpeaketh unto, when he 
ſaith, Ask what ye will and it ſhall be done 
unto you, John 16. 23. Thy Faith will be 
the ſtronger, becauſe thou ſhalt ſee that... 
God heareth thy Prayers, and granxteſt 
thy requeſt, The more humble will thy 
heart be, becauſe thou ſeeſt thine own. 
miſery and corruption, and that all grace 
anc goodneſs comes to thee from God; 
and this will make thee more earneſt and 
zealous in Prayer, and thy: earneſt and 
faithful Prayer, will move God according 
to his Promiſe to give thee grace and 
faith: For the Apoſtles -prayed, and ſaĩd, 


Lord inereaſe our Faith, Luke 6. 25. And 
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you may ſee you muſt glorifie God, and 
you mult leave an example to the Church, 
that you ſerve and love God; this did 
Job: And I pray God for Chriſts ſake 
that you may do the like, and that you 
may do it, you muſt pray to God conti - 
nually, yea, and in private, for his grace 
and aſſiſtance. | . 
CHAP. XXVI. 
7 The pre-eminence of private prayer. 
Nhat is the moſt excellent virtue and 
© happineſs that belongeth to private 
Prayer, no Man by any means can de- 
prive a Man of it: Some have had their 
Bibles taken away, that they could not 
read : Preachers have been baniſhed, that 
they could not hear: They have been ſe- 
parated from Company, thit they could 
not have publick Prayer: yet private Pray- 
er went with them; thereby they talked 
with God, and made all'their miſeries 
' known unto him, and craved his aſſiſtance 
In all their troubles. And this is the grea- 
teſt comfort that all good Chriſtians 
-haye, that no Man can bar them from 
Private conference with God. Then take 
heed yeu do not bar your ſelves from it, 
fince none elſe can do it; and you know 
not what need yqu ſhall have of it, nor 
what accident may happen to you in your 
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lives, nor hat need you ſhall have of it 
in the hour of death. Therefore if you 


wonld a ays have it, you muſt always uſe 


it, 3nd den you ſhall ſee what profit will 
come et; and then you will be hum- 
bly f. stal, and familiarly acquainted 
with God. 
C HAP. XXVII. 
The benefits of the acquaintance with God. 


the holier thy life; and this maketh God 
accept you in Chriſt, and then thou art 
he that Chriſt ſpeaketh unto, when he 
ſaith, Ask what ye will and it ſhall be done 
unto you, John 16.23. Thy Faith will be 
the ſtronger, becauſe thou ſhalt ſee thar 
God heareth thy Prayers, and = 
thy requeſt, The more bumble will thy 
heart be, becauſe thou ſeeſt thine. own : 
miſery and corruption, and that all grace 


and goodneſs comes to thee from God 


and this will make thee more earneſt and 


zealous in Prayer, and thy earneſt and 


faithful Prayer, will move God accordin 
to his Promiſe to give thee grace an 
faith: For the Apoſtles -prayed, and id, 


Lord m our Faith; Luke 6: 25. And 
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H heavenly and happy acquaintance! 
For the longer thou uſeſt it, the 
ſtronger will be thy Faith, the humbler 
thy heart, the earneſter thy zeal, ud 
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this grace and faith will work in thee ho- 
lineſs of Life, and then ſhale thou be able 
to fulfill Chriſts ſaying 4 Let your light ſhine 
before Men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorifie your Father which is in Heaven, 
Mat. 5. 16. | 
A CG: HAF. en 

How long we have need of private Prayer. 
Ow that yon and every one of you 
IL VN ſhall have need of private Prayer, 
fog the very beginning of your Life, to 
the very laſt hour of your days my own ex- 
perience teacheth me; and the Word of 
| God, a true witneſs, affirmeth that we are 
wholly corrupted by the Fall of Adam, with 
+ fin; And therefore continually we ought 
to ſuſpect our ſelves, and to call upon 
God without ceaſing, for his helping 
grace and aſliſtance in all our actions; 
for we know that our own fleſh is our own 
- enemy, and that it is made of the earth; 
and is. ſo heavy and earthly minded, that 
it can never ſeek for Heavenly things; 
without the eſpecial grace of God; and 
the Devil hath" made an entrance into 
this earthly body, by reaſon that our own 
Parents, Adam and Eve did take of the 
| fruit of diſobedience at his hands, and 
did eat at his appointment; ſo that now 
he claimeth ſuch an intereſt in us, that 
3883 : none 
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none but Chriſt can keep him out: and 
therefore we hive no way but to call con- 


- 


6 tinually on the name of God in Chriſt, 

5 to aſſiſt us with his gracious Spirit, 

L which will keep away the Devil, over- 
come the World, and conquer our own 


Fleſh for us. 

CHAP, XXIX. & 

Who pray privately. | 
His is certain, that there are none 
godly but thoſe that pray privately: 
and truly to God, according to his word; 
and there is no ungodly Perſon, no Swear- 
er, no Prophaner of the Lords day, no- 
Drunkard, no Adulterer, no Covetous 
Perſon, no Prophane Perſon, nor none 
that is of a falſe Religion not-warranted 
by the Word of God, that doth pray pri- 
vately , truly and faithfally. By-theſe 
conſiderations you ſhall find out the true 
marks of the Children of God: For the 
wicked can hear the Word, read, come 
into publick aſſemblies of Prayer: The 
hypocrite will talk of faith as if he had 
come from Heaven; but to go into al 

private place, and lay open his hear 
before God, confeſs his own imperfetil 

ons, and pray that he may not be an 

Hypocrite, he is far enough from it. The 
Swearer, the Idolater, the Coyetous, thei 
| D Adu | 
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Adulterer, nor any unclean Perſon dare 
come to God in the name of Chriſt, ex- 
cept they leave their wicked ways; and 
without they bring Chriſt with them, 
they cannot come to God; and Chriſt 
delights not to go with thoſe that are con- 
\ Tinval breakers of his Fathers Command- 
ments: For Chriſt himſelf telleth them, 
that he that keepeth the Commanaments, and 
teacheth Men ſo to do, he ſhall be great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 19. Andto 
im that ordereth his Converſation aright will 
gew the ſalvation of God, ſaith God, by 
the Pfſalmiſt, P/al. 50. 23. Moreover, 
Chriſt ſaith, He that will follow me; let 
him forſake himſelf, and take up his Croſs and 
* follow me: Mat. 16. 25. As if he ſhould 
ſay, I am gone to Heaven, and if you 


| fake your ſelves. I know this will be a 
croſs unto yon, but you muſt take it vp 


and follow me, or elfe you may not come 
there. 


mean to follow me thither, you muſt for- 
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CHAP. XXX. 
The way to rule our Corruptions, 


Gain, When the Children of God, 
who- would fain be with their Fa- 
ther, ſee that they cannot rule their owl 
fleſh ; then with humble hearts, they go 
to God, and cry and call to him for help, 
that he would help to bridle their un- 
raly affections even but for that day; and 
at night they will wait upon his Majeſty 
again; and thus they will never leave him, 
till they feel the Spirit of God working 
in their hearts; and that will ſtir them 
to continval Prayer. But the wicked 
want faith to hope in the name of Chriſt, 
and this is the cauſe, there are ſo many 
wicked Prayers in the World ; for they 
that make them have no faith in Chriſt: 
and without him, they have no promiſe - 
to be heard, and therefore wanting faith - 
to.come to Chriſt, they go to the Saints 3 
to pray for them, and yet the Saints did 
never promiſe them ſo to do, neither do 
they know whether the Saints hear them 
or no, Again, ſome pray in Latin, when 
they do not underſtand what they lay. - 
nor what they pray for: But the Holy 

Ghoſt. ſaich, Fray with the Spirit, and Pray 
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with the Underſtanding alſo. + 1 Cor. 14. 15. 
Why, ſaid they, God knows our hearts, 
we pray with the heart, God knows in- 
deed that their hearts are vain and foo- 
liſh, becauſe they do not pray with, un- 
derſtanding, and. therefore they have no 
promiſe to be heard, and yet they will 


 - have a pair of Beads, and tell how. ma- 


ny prayers they ſay; though they cannot 
tell what they ſay; I dare undertake a 
Parrot might pray as well as they do, if 
it could ſpeak all the words, They pray 
while they live, that they may go to 
Purgatory, and when they die, they. give 
much Goods to others, to pray that they 
may come out of Purgatory again: Theſe 
are moſt vain Prayers, never warranted 
by the word of God. They pray alſo to 


our Lady to help them, like as the Iſrae- 


lites prayed to the Queen of Heaven: and 
as the Iſraelites Prayers were accepted, ſo 
are theirs, 2 
But I pray God for Cbriſts ſake, that 
vou, nor none of yours may make. ſuch 
prayers, And I pray God to bleſs his whole 
Church, that their Prayers may be right, 
and faithful ; for Prayer is the key which 
openeth unto Virtue, Oh Lord, let not 


our Prayers be turued into ſin; for then 
& the gates of thy mercy ſhall be ſhut againſt 
lf | 
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BLESSING. 58 
Wherefore we humbly beſeech thee, girxe 
us the Spirit of Truth, that we may pray 
rightly, which if we do we muſt needs - 
ſearch the Scriptures, and fee there how 
Chr iſt teaches his Diſciples to pray, Wher 
we pray, pray on this manner, Our Father 


which art in Heaven, &c. Mat. 6. 9. And 
whatſoever prayer is not on this manner, 


is wicked and ungodly. And yet here 


you ſce there is neither praying to Saints 


nor Angels, either praying for the dead, 
nor to the dead, and therefore all ſach il 


prayers are wicked, and are the overthrow i 


of all thoſe that uſe them. | 
But Chriſt Aith, Wher thou prayeſt, en- i 
ter into thy Chamber, and when thou haſt ſunt 


the door, pray unto thy Father in ſecret, and 


thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret will reward 
thee openly : Uſe no vain repetitions, as the 
Heathen do for they think to be heard for 
their much babling ; Mat. 6. 7. but whatſc= 
ever ye ask the Father in my Name, that be 


will give you. Ast and you ſhall have : Job. 


16, 23. Seel and you fhall find, knock and it 
hall be opened unto you. If your Children ae 
you bread, will yon give them a ſtone ? Or if 

they a:k you a Fiſh, n ill you give them a Ser- 
pent ? If ye weich are evil can give your 
Children good gift i, how much more ſhall. your 

Fic avenly Father give the Holy Ghoſt _ 1 
them 
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them that ark it ? Mat. 7. 6, 9, 10, 11. And 
this was a great mercy in Chriſt, not on- 
ly to bid us pray, but alſo to promiſe, 
that whatſoever we ask the Father in his 
name, we ſhould have it: And he ap- 
pealeth to our Conſciences, how we would 
deal with our Children, if they ask us a- 
ny thing; and giveth warning, we ſhould 
uſe no vain bablings, and telleth us we 
Mould ask in one word, the Holy Ghoſt, 
without the which . we are miſerable 
wretches; which if we have, we enjoy all 
| happineſs and peace; for he muſt be our 
Comforter, and bring vs unto Chriſt, and 
he will bring vs unto his Father. Chriſt 
alſo willeth us to ask the Spirit of Truth, 
becauſe he will lighten us, and ſhew us 
the way of all Happineſs, and becauſe 
our faith ſhould be ſtrengthened to ask 
the Holy Ghoſt, John 16. 13. he alſo 
promiſed us to fend him to teach us all 
things, and bring all things to our re- 
| membrance ; John 16. 26. without which 
we are like a Houſe which is built fair on 
the outſide. but there are no Windows to 
ſhew- any ligbt at all into it, and then the 
Houſe is good for nothing, becauſe there. 
remains nothing but darkneſs in it; even 
ſo dark is the Earth of: Adam, which we. 
ate made of, that. though we ſeem. nem 

| 9 
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ſo fair on the outſide, yet, if we have. 
not the Holy Ghoſt within us, we can ne- 
ver ſee to find the way to Chriſt, and then 
it is impoſſible to come unto the Father, 
and ſo conſequently we muſt needs 
riſh ; For Chriſt ſaith, No man cometh to 
the Father but by me. Mat. 11. 27. And 
here you ſee that thoſe that put their truſt - 
in Saints to pray for them, have no pro- 
miſe to be heard; and it ſhews that they 
are not enlightned by the Holy Ghoſt to 
ſee the way to Chriſt : and they, theme. 
ſelves will confeſs that they dare not go 
to Chriſt; which ſheweth that they have 
no faith to believe his promiſes, nor will 
to obey his Word. For Chriſt ſaith,Come 
unto me all je that labour, and are heavy la- 
den, and I will eaſe yon. Mat. 1 2. 28. Here 
you ſee that he leaves out none, but calls 
all ſinners unto him, and promiſech that 
he will eaſe them, I humbly beſeech God 
to give you, and every of you to the worlds 
end, grace to pray to God for the Holy 
Ghoſt, and I pray you let me. requeſt yow | 
to pray to God continually, .to ealighten- 
you with the holy Spirit, that the Holy i 
Ghoſt may bring you to Chriſt, ſo Chriſt 
to bring you to his Father; and then ſhall 
you reign with them for ever and ever 
world without end. Which God. grant 
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for Chriſts ſake, our only Mediator and 
Adrocare;-. > : VO” JR 


2911150 I in 12 
: 1 H AP, XXXbc;-- 
8 The Benefit of the Holy Ghoſt, © 


Eeing ſome pray not at all, and others 
pray falſly, look ye often and earneſt= 
Iy pray for the Holy Ghoſt, for I will tell 
Jou what he will do: He will enlighten 
you, and unite you to Chriſt, and give 
you grace to rule over all your affections, 
and make you able to be Maſters of your 
ſelves, where on the contrary fide, they 
which bave not the Holy Ghoſt written 
within them, are maſtered and ruled by 
their own filthy affections, and ſo become 
fer vants to them; but if you have the ho- 
ly Spirit, ye ſhall be able to ſay to your 
ſelyes, as the Maſter faith to his Servant, 
Thou ſhalt do this, and thou ſhalt do that: 
Thou ſhalt not ſwear nor blaſpheme thy 
God: Thou fhalt not drink and fwill like 
ta Beaſt, neither ſhalt thou come in com- 
pany among ſuch, &c. 'Reafon thus; I 
will overcome thee by Gods grace thou 
earthen Potſherd, which .broughteſt me 
nothing ; and wouldft thou now confound © 
all the excellent graces, which it hath 
pleaſed the Almighty God to beſtow up- 
1 ä | on 


411 


— a 


8188186. 


on me in Cbriſt? Jo, hy the wk 
of God, 1] will rule aver ther, or 
d, Ale, Pim ſay, Wich St, Pol, Mee 
are th 2 27 67 ers l Falan : 70 bi me. he + i 
Cox. 14. 7, eil pray. to we God 't to 
aſliſt me, and his Gracs is ſufficient. for' me, 
1. Cor. 12. 9. I know thy natuie,” thou 
art like an unruly Colt, that if he be pam 
pered, fed, and well kept, he will throw 
his Maſter under his'Feet, and cares not 8 
What becomes of him, lo he may be rid 
of him, and then he runs whither he liſt 
himſelf, although he fare much worſe Y 
than he did before, even ſo it is with thoſe 
that gecome ſubj⸗ & ty their affection 
they are as hard to be oyercome as a wild | 
Colt, which many times is like to be, 
and ſometimes is the bitter deſtruction 
of his Maſter, Therefore your reſoluti⸗ 
on muſt be, to deal with your ſtubborn 
and rebellious affections, as you will deal 
with a pampered wild Cult; and ſayY 
unto them, By Gods grace [ will not be 
over-maſtered by you, T ſcorn to ſerveli 
ſo beggarly and ſo baſe a ſlave as thou arty 
I. will bricle thee, and thou, head ſtrongy 
ſtout, proud, ſcornful, and. diſobedient 
intemperate, unholy, bigh- -minded, fros 
ward, covetous, and idle diſpoſi ition, fo 
there Is no. goodneſs i in * by — 1 
8 0 
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but by Gods grace I will temper you, I 


will make you humble, patient, chaſt, qui- tl 
et, and diligent to fall to ſome labour, tl 
you ſhall never be idle, for that will bring * 
You to nought. And this muſt be the Vi- tl 

ory betwixt your ſelves and your affecti- tl 


ons, and then the Holy Ghoſt will teach 
you to maſter your ſelves, and not to fuf- - 
fer you to be ſubject to every filthy moti- 
on of the fleſn. Further, He will teach thee 
all things, and bring all things to thy- remem- 
brance ; as God reſiſteth the proud, and give 
eth grace to the humble: Jam. 4. 6. He that 
committeth adultery, ſinneth againſt his own 
body, and maketh the Temple of God the Tem- 
ple of an Harlot. 1 Cor. 9. 18, 19. He that 
will not work let him not eat 2 Theſ. 3. 10. 
He will give thee faith to quench all the fiery 
darts of the Devil. Eph. 6. 16. Therefore 
pray for the Holy Ghoſt in all Temptati- 
Dns, he will be with thee in them, and 
ſtrengthen thee to overcome them; he 
will be wjthThee in the hour of Death, 
When Il thy friends, thy pleaſure and pro- 
ts will forſake thee, and then he will 
Wring thee to Chriſt; and therefore pray 
or him, and acknowledge his great mercy - 
Chrit, who hath taught thee thus to 
dray ; and whatſoever thou neglecteſt, neg- 
et not private prayer, and woo 
TROP -, 
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thou doſt, , ſeek for continual knowledge, 
that your prayers may be according to the 
word of God : For if they be not ſuch, 
then are they turned into ſin, and then 
thou haſt nothing to relieve, comfort, re- 
concile thy ſelf to God again, for as con- 
cerning all the ſins that a Man hath fallen 
into, through the frailty of nature he hath 
been reconciled to God by faithful prayer, 
but if your Prayers be not at all, or not 
as they ought to be, then all your help is 
In vain. 
C HAP. XXXII. 
God accepteth weak Prayers. 


T isa very weak Prayer that God will 
not accept, if it be rightly made. 

I ſpeak thus much, becauſe I would not 
have you diſcouraged, and think you had 
as good not pray at all as pray weakly: }F 
For the Almighty God accepteth your 
obedience and well meaning, that you 
will prepare your ſelf to pray as well . 
as you can; but if thou ſee thy ſelf - 
negle& private prayer, be ſure that Sa- 
tan hath ſomething to work againſt: thee, 
and by this you may underſtand that there 
are none that did. or ever ſhall. periſh, 
out it was becauſe either they did not 
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pray at all, or elſe becauſe they did not 
pray as God had warranted them in 
his Word. Methinks if I were a Man, 
and preacher of God's Word, as (I 
hope) ſome of you ſhall be, and I 
pray God tor Chriſt fake you may, | 
ſurely perſwade my ſelf, that through 
God's grace, I ſhould bring many to 
pray. rightly which now pray unad- 
vifedly, or not at al. But thoſe 
that have gotten a cuſtom to pray af- 
ter the invention of Men, and contra- 
ry to the Word of God as to pray to 
Saints, to pray to Angels, to pray to 
our Lady, to pray in a tongue they 
 - underſtand not, to pray to the dead, 
to pray for the ws to pray to go 
to Pnrgatory ; theſe, I fay, you may 
pray for, that they may not uſe ſuch 
prayers any longer, but to perſwade them, is 
_ almoſt as vain as their Nr Vet once 

again, I fay unto you, Pray, for you have 
no promiſe except you pray. Ak and you 
ſhall have (faith Chriſt | Mat. 7. 7. He doth 
not ſay, you ſha}l have whether you ask or 
no: byt he faith 4 and you fhalt have, Was 
not this a great wercy of our Saviour Je. 
fus Chriſt, to proffer us, if we would bit 


ask, we ſhall have? Surely, I think, be 
were a very unworthy per ſon that au 
YL | thin 
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think much to ask a thing for which he 
might be the better for ever. If a Maſter. 
would ſay to his Servant, when ſuch a Leaſe 
comes out, ask me for it, and I will let thee 
have a very good penny worth of it, be- 
cauſe thou haſt ſpent thy time in my ſer- 
vice and in attending upon me : There- 
fore I would have you get ſomething, to 
!- © live upon hereafter to defend the World 
ſc withal that thou mayeſt got beg when thou 
f- art old: And this were a very reoſonable 
thing. Now the Maſter being a worthy _ 
% Man, and fully reſolved to do this Servant 
to good, when the time comes, he conſiders - 
with himſelf at how eaſie a rate he may ſet 
d, the Rent of his Farm for him to live upon 
20 him ſtill. Give ſome attendance upon, and 
4 yet the time being come, he expecteth when, 
ch he ſhould ask, but if the Servant think 
is much to ask, it is ten to one but his Maſters 
ce mind will be clean altered, although be 
re were never ſo fully bent to deal liberallx 
0 W with him; and faith to himſelf, If it be nos 
th worth the asking, it ſhall be worth the 
or keeping': If it be not worth thanks, it 
aß ſhall he worth nothing: And very likely 
en he will think worſe of his Servant than 
ti ever he did before, becauſe he would not 
bei ask it; and think he is grown proud, and 
laß ſcor ned his gentle offer. Now if the _ | 
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68 The MOTHERS © 
ſter will not give his Servant the thing ſo 
promiſed, becauſe he will not ask bim, al- 
though indeed he ought in coſcience to 
give him ſomething; for God ſaith, Let 
not thy Servant go away a poor Aan: How, 
doſt thou think thou ſhalt receivethe thing 
which our Saviour bath promiſed, upon 
the ſame condition, that thou ſhonldeſt 
ask when thou haſt deſerved nothing at 
his hand, but he, of his own free mercy 
hath bought thee, and paid a dear price 
for thee, and thou haſt done nothing for 
him: but for thy beggarlineſs, he biddeth - 

' thee ask, and thou ſhalt have: What 
canſt thou loek to obtain, when our Sa- 
viour Chriſt hath preciſely told thee thou 
muſt ask, and yet thou refuſes to do it; 
Enter into thy Chanber ; faith he, and ſhut 
the Door. Although every place will ſerve, 
vet it pleaſeth Chriſt to name thy Cham- 
ber, becauſe he would have a Man with- 
out incumbrances. Every man figdeth 
| one place or other to lodge in; let them 
then find the fame place, or ſome place 
elſe to pray privately in. Shut the Door, 

( faith Chriſt ) as if he ſhould ſay, ſhut 
thy ſelf from the world, and ſhut the 
world from thee: it may be thou haſt 
ſomething to ſay unto me; that thou 
wouldeft not have the world to hear. 2 
3 ; c 
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the mercy, the wonderful mercy of Chriſt. 
to Man, how he became Man for Man! 
And he knew the nature of Man that he 
would be loath that every one ſhould know - 
the corruption which was in him, and 
therefore ſays, Come to me alone, and 
ſhut the door, no bedy ſhall know what 
is betv-ixt thee and me; I know thy ſins 
already, but I would know whether thou 
knoweſt them or not: for many a man 
finneth and knoweth it not, becauſe: he 
knoweth not my words : but if thou know- 
eſt them, confeſs them to me, and I will 
give thee pai don for them: and if thou 
wilt leave them and canſt ask help of me, 
I will give thee grace to overcome them: 
for I have overcome them all for thee, e 
ven in thine own fleſh : and thou through 
my help, ſhalt do a greater work; for 
thou being a ſinner, ſhalt overcome in 
thy ſe!', which is a greater york than 
for me which an God, and without: fin 
to overcome ſin: and yet not you, but 
i your Saviour, who dwell in all thoſe 
that lay hold on me by true faith, for 
without me ye can do nothing; and 
therefore come to me by true faith, fol- 
low my Counſel, come ſecretly, let no 
body know .of it. for hindering you, 5 
| 7 
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for fear vain-glory ſhbnld follow you, 
no man ſhall need to know of it, for [ 
will reward you openly. Oh the wonder- 
ful mercies of Chiiſt to Man never able 
to be {et out. He knew that Man would 
be deſitous to have it known that he ſer- 


ved ſuch a worthy Maſter, as none could 
ſerve a better, that every one ſhould ſay, 
he ſerved { buiſt, - he ſerved the Son of 
God, who will bring him to preferment. 
Every one deſireth to have it known that 
de ſerves a noble Maſter, and therefore 
he will wear his cognizance upon his 
ſteeve that it may be krown what an ex- 
cellent Man he ſerves;for it is a great ere · 
dit to ſer ve a worthy Maſter ; and a Man 
mall be very well accounted off for his 
fake ; but he that ſerveth a wicked and 
ungodly Man ſhall never be ſo well thought 
of, becauſe his Maſter is wicked, and he 
is | oftentimes aſhamed of his Maſters 
doings, ſo that he will never be a cre- 
dit onto him; and therefore never ſerve 
a wicked Man, although he be never fo 
rich ; for the deſire of Man is to ſerve a 
Maiter of credit, and that Chriſt knew ; 
he knew alſo that Man was loath to have 
his fin openly known, and therefore out 
of his great mercy, and wonderful wiſ⸗ 
dom, le appointed Man to confeſs 2 
RS 
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BLESSING. 71 
ſins privately, without which there can 
be no good prayer. He told Man that 
he ſhould not need to make ſhew of it un- 
to the World, for he ſhould reward him 
openly, and make it known that he ſery- 
ed a good Maſter indeed; for he would 
give him ſuch graces and bleſſings, as all 
that knew him, ſhould perceive that he 
had them neither of the World, the Fleſh; 
nor the Devil, nor of his own nature; 
but it ſhould appear they were only the 
gift of the Almighty God; be did not 
promiſe earth and earthly things you may 
ſee, for every venomous earth worm is 
full of theſe : The Uſerer, that is as far 
from Heaven as it is to Hell, where if he 
take not heed in time, he may find his 
part, (I ſay) may brag of his Gold; the 
Extortioner, whom God hates, may brag 
of his Silver; tne Covetous perſon, whom 
God abhooreth, he may brag what a deal 
of earth and earthly dirt he hath pur- 
chaſed : The Prophet ſaith, They {32d them 
{elves with Clay: He doth not ſay, God 
giveth them, but They load themſelves. A- 
mong theſe fooliſh and abominable people, 
whom the Scripture fpeaks fo much a- 
gainſt as againſt no Man more, nor ſo 
much, I think Strumpets and Whores, 
who for covetouſneſs fake ſell their ſouls . 


and 
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and bodies, and make themſelves ſuch fil- 
thy yeſlels in the earth, that it is moſt 
loathſome to think of; may brag as wel 
of their Jewels and coſtly Apparel that 
the World beſtoweth upon them, as any 

bother of theſe covetous wretches, whom 

_ God abhorreth, and giveth warning that 
no Man ſhall ſpeak well of them ; for the 
Holy Ghoſt faith, Speak not good of the Co- 
vetous whom God abhorreth. And that thou 
mayeſt know it is no worldly traſh that 
God beſtows on thee : knows that the De- 

vil calleth himſelf the Prince of the World, 

and fo one would think he were, for thei 

outward things are moſt commonly be- 
ſtowed upon the wicked; but that which 

God will beſtow on thee, is a treaſure 

which the wicked ones have not, nor are 

ever like to enjoy, except they leave their 
wicked ways and go privately to the Lord 

Jefus Chriſt, and lay open their miſerable 

eſtate to him, and crave his pardon, and 

grace to live a new life : and then he 
will give thee the greateſt treaſure that 

Man can imagine; even a moſt Heavenly 

' treaſure: he will give thee faith, which 

will bring thee to the everlaſting Kingdom 

of Heaven: he will give thee patience to 

bear all croſſes and the troubles in the 
World: he will give thee humility we 

7 | | WI 


111 fl thy Soul full of grace and make 
hee in favour with God and Man; he 
vill give thee his grace ſo plenteouſly, that 


zep thy promiſes, though it be neyer fo 
uch to thy hinderance 1a the ſight of the 


uſt needs be a praiſe to thee; for the 


morſe than a promiſe breaking; for it 


put the Devil will not be ſo deceived : he 
aketh account the World is his, and he 
ampereth all thoſe that love it in chains, 
nd he will have the World know it,that it 
ay be a witneſs on his ſide at the day of 
udgment. Nay, his Con- - 

cience ig be a 22 ade 1 
gainſt him at the day © | 2 
udgment, that breaketh 3 
Is word; even at the are Heavenly. 
Ireadful day when the 


» rimſtone, then will he wonder, he could 
e Pink it would be fo long before that day © 
h ould come, and now ſeeing tht it is 


* E. L * Cone, 


BLES SING. 


hon wilt ſpeak always the truth, and 


orld. Nay, in the ſight of the World it 


orld ſeetk that every earth-worm can 
break their promiſes, or turn it ſa that it is 


heweth that they are full of Hypocriſie, 
Diſſemblers, and would ſerve the World, 
ind would not have the Devil know it, 


raſh for which he ſo lightly regarded his 
romiſe, ſhall e conſumed with fire and 
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come, he fully perſwaded himſelf that hi 
pain will never have an end. If thoy 
: thinkeſt that breakers of their word have 
a room in Heaven, read the fifteenth Pſalm, 

- But what ſhould 1 ſpeak on a room in Hea 
ven, when indeed they ought to have nc 
room amongſt civil Men on the Earth; nay 
nor yet among the Heathen ? for it hat! 
deen accounted ſo great a ſhame for a Mar 
to break his promiſe, that he would ra 
ther die than it ſhould be ſaid that he wa 
one of thoſe, But pray thou privatel) 
And faithfully, and God will not only give 
thee power to keep thy promiſe wit) 
Mien, but thou ſhalt alſo have grace te 
keep thy word and promiſe thou haſt madt 
to Almighty God, to forſake the Devil 
the World, and thine own filthy affecti 
ons; which will ſhew openly that tho 
art the ſervant of God, and that God hat 
beſtowed his manifold graces and bleſſing 
| -upon thee; as Chriſt unto Peter, Fleſh an 
Blood hath not taught thee theſe things but u 
Father which is in Heaven, S0, every on 
that beholdeth thee will know, that nei 
ther the Devil, the World, nor thine o 
+Fleſh has beſtowed theſe gifts on thee 
- but thy Father which 1s in Heaven. Ble 

i ſed be the name of Chriſt, for his bout 
' «ful goodneſs beſtowed upon Mankind 
6 TEE, - 
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he did not only bid them pray, and pro- 
miſe they ſhould be heard, but alſo told 
them to whom to pray: and becauſe Men 
durſt not go to God alone, he bad them 
go in his Name, and promiſed he would 
be there with them, and would be a Me- 
= diator, which none elſe could do, and he 
would make peace between God and 
them, and therefore any might boldly 
come to him ; he teacheth them where + 
to ask privately, and what to ask, the 
Holy. Ghoſt without the which we are 
Fire-brands of Hell; but if we have him, 
we are Saints in Heaven, even joyned to 
Chriſt, and as his Members: and yet he 
fearing all this would not ſerve, it was 
his great mercy to ſhew us more concern- 
ing two Men, which were praying, and 
make us acquainted how they prayed, and.. 
how they ſped. Chriſt ſaith, There was 
a Phariſee and Publican went into the Ten- 
ple to pray. The Phariſee was one that \ 
thought himſelf a juſt Man, and deſpiſed 
others. The Publican acconnted himſelf 


— 


P = A = -_—- 2X ..£M0 


— 
— — 


1 = © ws. 


— 


eg a inner openly known. The Phariſee ſtood 

5 and prayed, and ſaid, I thank thee, Oh 
Father, I am not as other Men are, nor hie 
bi, Publican: 1 faſt twice a week, and give 
y Tithes of all that I have. Now you max 
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ſee who they be that ſay, 1 faſt, or w 
„„ . 7; GELS fa 


. _— 


X - 
— 


Faſt : as if they ſhould ſay, I fear it ſnould IM | 

never be known that it is I, or We, that 

faft and pray, and pay Tithes of all that 

we have; and that we deal juſtly, and 
Rkeep the Commandments. But the Pub- 
lican ſtood afar off, and durſt not look up to 
Heaven, but ſmote on his breaſt, and ſaid, 
Lord be merciful unto me a ſinner. Here 
you fee we muſt humble our ſelyes, and 
..confeſs our ſins; for Chriſt faith, He 
went away juſtified rather than the other: For 
He that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted ;; 
and be that exalteth himſelf (hall be brought 
low. Alſo he willeth us, always to pray 
and not to wax faint, ſaying, There was 
A certain Judge in a City, which neither fear- 
ed Goda, nor reverenced Man; and there was 
.6 Widow in the City which ſaid, do me ju- 
ſtice againſt. my Adverſary; but he would not 
For a time, yet afterwards he ſaid, although 
fear not God, nor reverence Man, yet will 
do her juſtice, leſt at laſt ſhe chance to 
weary me. And the Lord ſaid, hear what the 
> wnrighteous Judge ſaith; and ſhall not God 
avenge the cauſe of his Elect, which cry ard 
call day and night upon him: Luke 18. 2. 
And therefore pray continually. And 
do not think (my Son) that I have ſpo- 
ken too much of Prayer; for as I ſaid 
before, without it we haye no promiſe 
| to 
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to obtain any favour of God, nor yet to 
be &-pt from any evil by God, and there- 
f.:e do it. You muſt needs alſo be thank- 
ful to God for his mercies in Chriſt, and 
mo{ humbly thank Chriſt, who hath thus 
mercifully taught you to pray, and give 
God thanks, who hath brought you into 
the World, in ſuch a time, when as you 
may be taught to pray according to his 
word, and beſeech him, that you my pray 
aceording to his Counſel, 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


No certain Rule for private Prayer. 


Ow I would have you know, that! 
private prayer is fit for any Mans 
private uſe, and therefore there is no 
certaln Rule; neither can words be ſer 
down what ye ſhould ſay: for though we 
be all ſinners, yet ſome are more trou- 
bled with one fin, ſome with another? 
and ſome are troubled, becauſe they can- 
not be troubled ſo much for their ſins 
as they defire, which ſort” Chriſt calls 
unto him, -ſaying, Come unto me all that 
labour and re laden, and I will eaſe you. 
But although all ſins dwell in us, and 
we are ſubject to them: (wherefore Chrifh 

(E. 3 ſaith, 
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ſaith, ye had need wach end pray) yet there ' 
ts in every one of us, ſome one ſin that 
will draw to a head, and bear ſome rule | 
in us, and will not be ſubject nor ſub- | 
dued to the Spirit as the Child of God | 
| would have it; but then he goeth to | 
- Chriſt and craveth his aſſiſtance ; and yet 
ſometimes the fin will overcome him, and 
then he goeth and confeſſes his fins a- 
gain, and craveth pardon, confeſſing with 
all his own weaknefs that he ſhonld be 
overcome of fo vile and baſe an affecti- 
on; and thus evyery.one ought to ſeek by 
prayer to God, to pet victory of that 
ſin which otherwiſe would overcome and 


deſtroy him, Body and Soul for ever and 
Lever. | | 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
Drivers Men troubled with r Sins. 


Some are troubled moſt with envy, 
ſome with pride, ſome with anger, 
ſome with covetouſneſs, and ſome with 
Aoth, Cc. Mat. 5. 19. Pſal. 50. 23. All 
"theſe, with a company that attend on 
them, ſet upon every Man, but one muſt 
be Captain: then overcome the Captain, 
and all the Army will be diſcomfite U In 
Vars 
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25. ſoitis with fin, if the chief ſin get- 
teth the victory, it will let in a greater 
number of Enemies, that will never leave 
untill they have utterly ruinated, and 


brought to confuſion the whole Body and 
soul ot Man; and therefore every one 
ought to pray to God for help and aſſi- 
ſtance againſt his greateft temptation; for 
it we overcome that, the reſt will fly: as 
St. James ſaith, Reſiſt the Devil, and he wii! 
fly from thee. — 7. 4. And this will be 

ort to any Man, when he 
feeth his enemy cannot triumph over him: 
Then the Devil ſhall have no cauſe to 


2 great com 


lavgh in his face, nor the Werld to jeſt 


99 
Wars, the Captain prevail, the Soldi- 
ers will ruinate even the City; A4at. 16. - / 


— 


behind his back, neither can his own Af - 
fections brave or upbraid him. He ſhal 


have a greater comfort than this; for ſer- 


ving this Captain, he ſhall conquer, ſince 
the Devil himſelf is afraid of him, tho 
World will flee at his preſence; and thine * 
own affeQions will fall down before thee, :; 


if he come. 
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CHAP: XXXV. 


Be not hurt by a little Temptation. 


Here is another thing which I muſt 

admoniſh you of, that ye be not 
overcome of alittle Temptation, for that 
is the, baſeſt thing in the World, even as 
if a great Captain ſhould be overcome of 
a mean Soldier, that had neither might 
nor Policy,. which muft needs return 
with ſhame to the Captain. But it is much 
more ſhame for a Chriſtian, that hath 
vowed to forſake the Devil, 'the World, 
and his own Affections, to be overcome 
by the weakeſt of them all, There be 
wany that think, that if the Devil over- 
come them not in a great ſin, all is well; 
though that indeed he ſet them on work 


God, and ſo he. may blindfold them, that 
they cannot ſee their own fins. And thus 


| caſe, and know not what they do; yet 
| they ſhadow their folly, that the World 
may not perceive it, and then they think 
it 


continually on trifles, and hy this means 
keep Men in ſome ſervice or other. He 
cares not what they do, ſo they ſerve not 


they are in a very dangerous and evil. 
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it well enougn. Thus the Devil leads 
them quickly to Hell, and they never- 
know whither they are going, till they 
come there; even as a Wind carrieth a 2 
Ship, and they that are in it know not 
where they ſhall be ſet on ſhore, For 
the Devil is a cuaning Fowler, he will 
never lay a great bait, where he knows 
a little on: will ſerve the turn, and he 
i: ſo fuli o Policy, that he ſeeth a great 
bait would ke the Party afraid to come 
near it; but thus doth the Devil, firſt” 
he giveth a little bait, and faith to him 
whom he mraneth to catch; I warrant « 
tus thou mayeſt take this, go near it, 
taſte of it, it will not hurt thee, many ©. 
ſv-.jiiow a greater bait than this, and 
thou ſeeſt no hurt come of it: as he 
ſaid to Eve, it is but an Apple, it may 
do thee much good to bring thee to- 
knowledge, and make thee like to Gods 
And therefore now we ſee we had neec 
to ſet a ipecial watch over our ſelyes, 
that we may ſpy the Devil, when he go- 
eth about <chus to entrap us in bis En- 
gins, wich his alluring baits, and return 
his baits again; and when ne offereth us 
any of them, may ſay, I defie thee Sa- 
tan; and by God's Grace have know- 
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ledge that thou art a wicked Serpent, and 
didit deceive our firſt Parents with an 
Apple; I will not play with thy baits, 
be they never ſo ſweet, pleaſant or beau- 
tiful; I know thy ſubtlety, and I know 
| that 1 2 a Chriſt, that thou art a- 
fraid of; and he will bring us to a hap- 


pier Paradiſe than thou didſt put us out 


of; and he will make me like a God, 


and renew the Image that thon didſt de- 
cay in us. Thou didſt ſcoff at me, and 
= ſaidſt, 1 ſhould have knowledge when 

_ 'wouldſt have utterly overthrown 
me; yet 1 have this knowledge (l thank 
i the "Almighty God for it) that now 1 


can ſee thy Policy, and how thou cameſt 
to our Parents when they were alone; 

thou thovghteſt they could not ſtand by 
themſelves, but thou ſhalt never find me 
alone; I know I cannot ſtand by my ſelf, 
and therefore I draw-near unto my Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and 
F will attend opon him, and will not "leave 
his Commandments undone, for all the 
dbaits and allurements thou canſt ſhew me 
in the World, where thou calleſt thy 
ſelf Prince, but thou getteſt it by wick- 
ed policy, and thou ruleſt it by a wick- 
| ed tyranny, deſtroying the good, and 
1 main 
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maintaining the wicked, and beſtoweſt 
thy traſh on them, not for any-love thou 
beareſt to them, but to make them thy 
wicked inſtruments, that thou mayeſt do 
the more hurt by them. 

And as ſoon as they have ſerved thy 
turn 4 while, thou wilt bring them to 
ſhame in this World, and everlaſting : 
deſtruction in Hell-fire. And therefore 
now I would have thee know, that L 
have knowledge, and perceive that all theſe - | 
uſurping Tyrants have learned all thefe 3 
miſchievous policies of thee ; uſing all 
1 they can N to deſtroy the 

and with: their paultry traſh, Þ 
en they call their Wealth, they win 
the wicked to their Wills; and when 
they have their purpoſe a while, they - 
will pick ſome quarrel againſt them, al- 
though they have no reaſon for it; and 
although they follow their wicked wills 
never ſo much, a in the end they will F 
overcome them. I 

And.ſo; Satan, doſt thou deal with all 
that ſerve thee; and therefore thou art 
an uſurping Tyrant: For the Earth is 
my Lord's, bi hath made it, and all 
that is therein; and that which belong» 
eth- unto thee "is nothing but the "es 
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that he eareth not for: It is like Tares, 
and the worſer ſort of Grain, more fit 
to feed Swine, than for the Children of. 
ſo mighty a King as my Lord is; who 
hath ſuch treaſure for thoſe that do be- 
long unto him, as thou ſhalt never come 

near. Yet this is thy deſpight and en- 

vy, becauſe thou canſt, get none of it 
thy ſelf; thou wouldſt have mie have 
none of it neither. But thou ſhalt not 

deceive me with theſe earthly Baits ; 
which one day my Almighty God ſhall 
ſet on fire about their ears that love 
them ſo well, when themſelves ſhall be 
iaddenly ſtrangled with the ſmoak there- 
of: and makes me marvel how thou 
mouldeſt deceive ſo many as thou doſt 
with them; for once my gracious Lord 
drowned them, and all that loved them ; 
and many times he finketh very much 
8} traſh in the Sea, that Pirates might ſee 
they ſhall fink one day, and all thoſe 
3 that {11 their. Souls for ch traſh, ex- 
| cept they turn ſpeedily unto my Eord and 
| Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s a Saviour, 
and will ſave all ſinners that turn unto 
him. But thou art a deſtroyer, and will 
deſtroy all thoſe.that follow thee : Thou 
[| knoweſt my Lord burnt Sodom and Ge- 
| morral, 
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morrah,with other Cities, which were fu 
of this gliſtering droſs; to ſhew that he. 
cared no more for it, than Kings do for 
Countries: for if he had reſpected it, he 
would never have burnt it, and conſum- 
ed it with fire: yet thou Satan doſt de- 
ceive wordly wiſe men, giving them 
droſs for Gold, which is no better than 
Copper-Counters; and in the mean time 
thou makeſt them deceive themſelves of 
an everlaſting treaſure. Earthly trea- 


ſure may be compared to Glaſs, which is 


ſo brittle a Metal, it can never continue 
longs for as it might be now a Man hath it 
to do him good, and in the turning of a 
hand it is broken, and worth nothing - Þ 
even ſo it is with the traſh and pelf of 
this World, and the life of Man, which 
is but a breath, and what can be of lefs } 
power than a breath? [ 
The Scripture faith, 7: 5: like a vapour, | 
which appeareth ſuddenly, and it is as ſudden- 
ly gone again, Jam. 4. 14: Chriſt, a) 1 
Thou Fool this night fhall they take. away; tk 1 

Soul from thee, then whoſe things ſhall theſe be 
that. thou haſt gathered together? Luke 12. 
20, If our Saviour Chriſt calleth him a 
fool, that careth for earthly things, Il 
know he.is a fool, and therefore thou ſhalth 
g nory 


| 
| 
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make me wiſe; for I will ever be watch - 
ful and wary in all my ways, continually 

tending upon the Son of God, Chriſt 
fus my Lord and Saviour: that thou 
mayeſt not find me alone, I will alſo keep 
company with the godly, by which means 
the way of our Saviour will be made-more 
eaſy for me: for when many godly Men 


are together, they encourage one another 
to that which is good. | 


CHAP, XXXVI. 
Idleneſi and Covetouſneſs to be avoided. 


Ow althongh every fin be a great 
hindrance-to Prayer, yet Idleneſs 
and Covetouſneſs are two of the greateſt ; 
and therefore we onght moſt earneſtly to 
pray againſt theſe fins, and take heed of 
fuch ſports and recreations which have 
no warrant in the Word of God; for 
many are ſo carried away with idleneſs 


and paſtimes that they can find no time - 


to pray ; and therefore we had need to 
be very circamſpet and watchful over 


not-make me ſo ſimple, bnt thou ſhalt 


our ſelves, leſt we be ſnared with this - 
part of the Devils policy: for if a Man 
e 
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take not heed, Satan will fill his heart fo - 3 
full of theſe vain and idle paſtimes, that 
he ſhall never have any regard of prepa- 
ring himſelf to pray. God faith, Siæ days 
thou ſhalt labour and do all that thou baſt to 
do; Exod. 20. 9. and therefore be ſure 
there is no time appointed in the fix days - 
to follow your idle pleaſures and ſports ; 
And the ſeventh day we muſt keep holy. The 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith; Nhat ſoever 25 nor of Faith, 
i fin, Rom. 14. 23. and thou canſt do 
nothing of -faith, except thou hadſt good 
warrant for it in the Word of God: 
And the Word of God ſaith, Redeem the 
time, for the days are evil. Epheſ. 5. 16. 
And thou canſt not redeem the time with 
vain Recreations.. I ſpeak not to bar any 
from lawful Recreation, but to warn you 
to take hecd, that for a little fooliſh and 
idle pleaſure, which preſently cometh to 
an end, you loſe not a glorious Kingdom, 
which endvreth for ever. And this King- 
dom can never be gotten. without pri- 
vate, true and faithful Prayer: for al- 
though Chriſt hath already obtained it 
for us, yet we have no promiſe of it, ex- 
cept we lay hold on him by faith, which 
faith we can never have, except we pray 
for the Holy Ghoſt to enlighten us, =_ 
| teach, 
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teach us to lay hands on Chriſt, Yon muſt 
continually call for mercy and grace: 
mercy for thy ſin, and grace to ſerve God. 
And this I am well aſſured of, that hear- 
ing of the Word preached. is the very 
means that God hat! appointed for the 
obtaining of faith: and by no means may 
= you neglect that, except you will con- 
tem the Counſel of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which I pray God, for Chriſt's ſake, you 
never may do. The Holy Ghoſt telleth 
you, that Paul planteth and Apollo water- 
eth, but God giveth the increaſe. 1 Cor. 3.6. 
Vou muft always have your prayers aſ- 
cending to the Almighty God, to defire 
him to fend the ſhowers of his grace in- 
to your hearts, that the Seed of his Word 
\ may grow, and bring forth fruit to ever- 
' laſting life. | 


CHAP, XXXVII. 


. = 


A dangerous let of Prayer. 


Will let you underſtand, in my zudg-- 
| ment, what is one of the greateſt: 
hinderances unto prayer that can be; 
but it is ſo cloſe and ſubtle an Enemy 
unto Mankind, that I can by no means 
| ns diſcover 


% 


am 
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diſcover it ſo well as I would ; for it is 
ſo cunning and ſo forcible an allurance 
of the Devil, that it draweth many more 
from true and faithful prayer, than any 
Net that ever he laid; but I cannot well 
tell which way to deſcribe it unto you, 
| cannot ſay that it is altogether Cove- 
touſneſs : for, as David ſaith, I he had 
been an open Enemy that had dine me this 
aiſhonour, I could have born it : So | may 
ſay, if it were an open fin which would 
deprive you of this benefit of prayer, 
peradventure I ſhould find ſome way to 
diſgrace it unto you; but it is a thing 
that carrieth ſome colour of goodneſs e- 


ven amongſt them that think themſelves iſ 


good, and yet indeed it is ſtark naught; 
and deceiveth a multitude ; and it fre- 


quenteth every Place, City and Town, 


and amongſt all ſorts of People, Husband- 
men, Tradeſ-men, and all kinds of Arts 
and Prof eſſions in the World; fo that I 
cannot, as I would, tell you which way to 
ſhun it: I would to- God it were: got a- 
mongſt Preachers. y | 


Now, as well as I can, Iwill explain 
it unto you; it is an over · much care of 
thoſe things which a Man may lawfully :; 
uſe, For a Man being Earth, theſe Rarity 
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ly things bear much ſway in his Mind, 
and ſpecially, becauſe. they carry the 
name of lawful ; and ſo they make a Man 
forget the Law of God, and neglect the 
duty of Prayer, the which two things be- 
ing overſlipped, he loſeth the promiſe of 
the Goſpel, which is an everlaſting King- 
dom. And that it is thus, I will make 


it more plain unto you, becauſe 1 hope. 


God will give you grace to ſhun it; 
which Ideſire you may, for Chriſts ſake. 
Man being Earth, and Satan being- the 
Prince of this Earth, he labours to ſet 
Mens Earthen Minds altogether on this 
Earthen World; which he may caltly 
do; for Man being Earth by Nature, 
and generally inclined to love Earthly 
things, he is the more eaſily drawn un- 
to this earthly. Affection. It is even as 
if a Man ſhould run down a ſteep Hill, 
he can more eaſily run down than'go up 
ſoftly; even ſo, Man can eaſier run af- 
ter theſe earthly things, than ſtay him - 
ſelf in a mean. He hath nothing to help 
his Earthly nature, but Grace, which he 
- muſt needs pray for, or elſe he can ne- 
yer have ; yet doth he follow the things 
of the earth ſo much that he hath no 
| leiſure tꝗ pray for it, In the bs 
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he ſhould meditate on the Law of God, 
by the appointment of the Holy Ghoſt, 
he is thinking of ſome earthly thing or 
other, either of this bargaining, or that 
purchaſe,or ſuch like; when oftentimes he 
might be much more happy to.be without 
it, And methinks he that can think of Hea- 
ven, and have it, is well enough ; but 
theſe kind of People would have Heaven 
and Earth too. It is ſaid, J. is as hard 4 
thing for a rich Man to be ſaved, as for 4 
Camel to creep through the eye of a Needle. 
Mat. 19. 24. And this is the cauſe of it; 
his head is ſo buſied about earthly things; 
that be lawful, that he forgets to me- 
ditate of the Law of God in the night: 
And in the morning when he ſhould pray, 
before he can ſettle himſelf to it, his 
earthly buſineſs is ſo much, and requires 
ſo great haſte, that then he cannot Lok ; 
to pray; but if he do, they are ſach ; 
prayers as ſome offer to their Saints- 
they ſpeak of God, but their hearts are 
on the World: Some are troubled with 
their Merchandize, ſome with Buying 
and Selling, ſome coveting to grow rich; 
ſome caſting to maintain their Families ; 
but their riches are ſo unlawfully uſed; 
and ſo hard a matter it is forgghem to 


i 
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uſe them lawfully, that it cannot by any 
means be evpreſſed : but the moſt mer- 
ciful and mighty God, hath taught Man 
what to do in ſuch a caſe, which is, to 
meditate in his Laws day ang night, 
and then he ſhall bring forth Bis fruit 
in due feaſon, and ſhall know when to 
ferve God, and when to deal in the 
World. Take heed therefore, you ſee 
what danger you are in, whilſt you are 
here on Earth; fer this is a dangerous 


| | diſeaſe and many die of it: and there- 


fore cleave to the mercies of God in je- 


W ſus Chriſt, which hath given you ſuch 


warning of this deſperate Diſeaſe, ſay- 
ing, Labour not for the meat that periſh, 


but for the food of everlaſting life. Thus you 


fee what Chriſt ſaith, he bids you not 


- labour for earthly things, he tells you they 


periſh; he bids you labour for the Food 
of the Soul, which ſhall never have end. 


The Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Bodily labour pro- 

_ fiteth little: but godlineſs is profitable to all 

thing, which hath the promiſe of this life 
prje 


t and that which is to come, Here you 
ſee, godlineſs hath the promiſe of the 


life preſent, and therefore I marvel Men 


ſhould refuſe to be godly : it hath the 


— 
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life to come; whereas worldlineſs hath 
not ſo much promiſe as of the life pre- 
ſent; Godlineſs is great gain. Would you 
have gain, then embrace godlineſs, ſo 
ſhall you have your deſire, for that pur- 
chaſeth a Kingdom, and it is profitable 
for all things. Seek firſt the Kingdom of 
God, and all things elſe ſhall be miniſtred unto 
you. Mat. 6. 33. : ; 
Here Chriſt promiſeth , that if you 
will ſerve God, all worldly things ſhall 
be given unto you + ſaith Chriſt, Care 
not for to moyrow, let to morrow care for it 
ſelf, the day. hatn enough of its own grief. 
Here you ſee Chriſt would not have you 
care fo much for theſe earthly things as 
you do. Caſt all your care upon God, for 
he careth for you. Here you ſee that God 
freeth you of all your earthly cares, and 
telleth you, that he taketh care for you 
as if he ſhould ſay, Your care can do you 


no good, and therefore take none; ferye 


me, and 1 will take care for you: as a 
Father ſhould ſay to his Son, Go to the 


School of Learning, Study to ſerve God, 


your King and Country, and I will pro- 


vide you all things neceſſary, and y-u ſhall 


want nothing. | 
Labour 
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Labour for Learning, or elſe you can 
never get it; that is a thing which 
cannot buy for you, you muſt get it by 
your own induſtry and diligent ſtudy, if 
you will have it: but when yon have 
it, it is more worth than all I can leave 
you beſides. It will be a wiſe Maſter to 
teach you, a diligent Servant to attend 
you, a diſcreet Counſellor to admoniſh 
you a Witneſs. of the well ſpending of 
your time, a faithful Friend, and of great 
account, able to credit thee eyen with 


Princes and theſe things cannot by a- 


ny means be gotten, without thine own 
diligent ſtudy. Even ſo our loving Fa- 
ther in Chriſt, tells us, by the mouth of 
his Son our Saviour, that we ſhould not 
care for theſe earthly things, for they 
ſhall be given unto us; but we muſt 
care for the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
that cannot be gotten without care and 
labouring for; and this is a thing worth 
our labour; this is a Kingdom, and laſt- 
eth for ever; it will bring comfort to 
your hearts even-in this lite, and bring 
you in favour with God, and all good 
Men, and everlaſting happineſs, without 
woe, want or end. Furthermore I will 
tell yon what cauſe you have to take 

care 
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care for this Kingdom; if you loſe it, 
you fall into a Pit of everlaſting deſtructi- 
on, Where you ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone for ever and ever; 
where no Man ſhall ever come out a- 
gain; for there is no redemption, and 
therefore by all means poſſible } adviſe 

you to take heed. Chriſt endured 'the 
pains of Hell for you, becauſe he pitti- 
ed you, and knew you were not able to 
overcome them. Therefore you may 
believe me, if you could bear all the 
pains of Hell one hour, and then could 
be delivered, you would never come - 
there again for all the World ; nay, you 
would never love the World, nor any 
thing that is in it, becauſe they are no- 
thing but baits to draw Men to deſtructi- 
on. But if the Deyil-get you once there, 
you can never come back again; and 
Chriſt will never fetch you from him, 
for the Devil and he are Enemies: and 
he is able to live without any of his Ser- 
vants: for thoſe that will ſerve him, ſhall 
have an everlaſting Kingdom, and live'in 
joy and happineſs ;' and thoſe that will 
ſerve the Devil; he will torment 'them in 
Fire and Brimſtone for ever. 


Now 
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Now if Satan can get any to ſerye 
him, he is worthy to have them, for 
Chriſt will have none of them : and there- 
fore I tell them now; if they come once 


in Hell with the Devil, they ſhall never 


come in Heaven. with Chriſt, for he is 
juſt, and will not meddle with the Ser- 
vants of another. But if any ſee his fil- 
thy and baſe ways, and conſider the mi- 
ſerable and wretched eſtate it will bring 


him unto, and then turn to me ( ſaith 


Chriſt) and defſie the Devil and all his 
Works, and ſerve me, I will fave him; 
for 1 am a Saviour, and that is my Name, 


and my Glory ; for there is no Saviour 


but my ſelf I came into the World to 
fave Sinners, but not ſuch ſinners as wall 
ſerve the Devil: for though there be 


none in the World but ſinners, yet thoſe 


that love mg, and keep my Command- 
ments, thentFxill I ſave but they that 


ſerve the Devil, will deſtroy and tor- 


ment them. Although all are ſinners, 
yet ſome ſinners, that pluck up their 
fins, as. a Gardiner pulls. up his Weeds, 
and caſt them behind them, and follow 
me, although they be weak, and fear 
that they cannot overtake me, yet I will 
put forth my Hand, and take hold of 

them, 
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em, they ſhall not need to fear. The 
.iſed Reed will I not break, and ſmoaking 
lax will I not quench : I come to bind up 
e broken hearted, to Preach liberty to the 
aptives, and to comfort them that mourn. 
et all that labour and are heavy laden come 
bb me, and I will eaſe them. But thoſe 
hat follow their fins and are merry and 
dyful, and carry them lightly, and ne- 
th cr feel any weight in them, they ne- 
er call for help to bear them; they car- 
n: them well enough, they dance after 
Ie Devil's Pipe, they follow the Devil 
nore ſwiftly than my Servants follow 
ne; for they follow Nature, and the 
evil helpeth them forward, and the 
be Vorld is a friend to them both, and 
e ey like laden Aſſes follow the Devil 
d. (ith. his treaſure, and make him their 
at Cord and Maſter ; and yet ſome of them 
r- Jill not ſtick to ſay, they hope I will 
ave them, although I have often told 
ir tem I will fave none but my Servants, 
ind I will not meddle with them: For 
wi! they will ſerve me, they muſt clean 
ar orſake mine Enemy the Devil, for Be 
s an Enemy to me and all mine, and 
ot doth all the deſpight againſt us that he 
g. an: and 1 will not ſerve him that wall 
: IE. F ſerve 
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ſerve mine Enemy; and therefore I he 
them never preſume upon my mei wh 
for I have told them, that the hope of 
ungodly ſhall periſh, He that is an unge 
Iy Perſon, a Swearer, a Drunkard, a P. 
- Faner of the Lords Day, falſe in Re 
gion, careleſs in Life, and yet hopes De 

be ſaved by me, his hope is in v⸗ 

and grounded upon no Foundation: F 

I never made promiſe to ſave any ſuc 
and therefore they have no reaſon 
ſay, they hope I will ſave them, exc: 
they ſpeedily return from the Devil, a 
his ways, and follow me and my way 
for I have plainly told them, He that 
be my Diſciple, muſt forſake himſelf, take 
his croſs, and follow me, and aſſuredly 1 
| fave him. Mat. 16. 24. . 

Now tell me then, how would a M 
like one that ſhould ſerve his utter 
nemy, and do what his Enemy could q if 
-viſe to hurt and grieve him; and th to 
when he had done all the hurt that hi 
could againſt him, when he could do lf a1 
more, then he would come to him, ali c: 
think to have a great bleſſſhg, and ML 
great benefit of him? he ſhould ſurely w 
. deceived. Then with what face can c 
inner go to Chriſt, to ſave him wht] 
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he dieth, who will never ſerve Chriſt 
while he lived ? Though God hath com- 
manded him to caſt all his care upon 
him, for he would care for him : yet he 
hath ſpent almoſt all his time in ſer- 
ving "x World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devi 


CHAP. XXXVII. 
Reaſons of caſting our care upon God. 


Will tell you great reaſon why you 
ought to caſt all your care upon God, 
and none upon the Wotld; for God is 
our Father, our Maker, and Governour, 
and our Feeder: Chriſt is our Saviour. 
Now the Father and Governour knoweth 
what is fit for the Child better than 
the Child for the Child would ſurfeit 
if he might have his own will: there- 
fore let him be content with that which 
his Governour will give him. Another 
great reaſon why we ſhould caſt all our 
care upon God, is, becauſe when the 
Devil maketh all his Priſoners baits, _ 
wherewith he draweth an innumerable -. 
company of Souls to Hell, he covereth 
them all with ſome Worldly thing or o- 
1 ther, 
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-ther, that they may not ſee the hock: 
ſome he covereth with Gold, ſome with; 
Silver, ſome with Clay, ſome with Ho- 
- Nour, ſome with Beauty, ſome with one 5. 
thing, and ſome with another, He will tn 
not lay his baits alike, for he is cunningerſg 
than a Fiſher - he knoweth a little bait, 
will ſerve for a little fiſh, and a great 
' bait for a great iſh; for a great bait, 
will not ſerve to catch a little fiſh, not 
a little bait will not ſerve to catch 2 
great fiſh, And beſides this, he muſt 
| have thealceration of baits, as the cun- 
ning fiſher well knoweth ; but with theſeſWr 
baits he muſt have a ſharp hook to take f 
-them ; and a long line to draw them to 
Himſelf. So ſoon as he ſeeth they have 
ſwallowed the ſweet bait, he lets then 
play a while with it, but before it bal; 
long he draweth them out of the {wee 
ſtream, the water of life, and throwett 
them into a Pan of boyling Liquor : and 
as ſometimes the fiſher is fain to intan 
gle the fiſhes with his Nets, and { 
takes them: even ſo Satan findeth the 
humour of every Man, and then he ſearch 
eth in the World to find a+ bait fit fo 
him; and having found a bait, he pre 
Fently poyſoneth it : then he puts in 
a Hoo] 
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hook and a line, to draw him from the 
pure, fweet ſtream, the Water of Life, 
the Word of God : and then he lets 
them play a while with the poyſoned 
baits of the World, and even ſo draws 
them to him, and throws them into a a 
Furnace of boyling Brimſtone, whoſe : 
boyling ſhall never end. Now there is 
none that can keep us from the baits of 
the Devil but only God, our Father, our- 
Govern:ur, and Saviour and Sanctifier; 
and had we not need then to caſt all our 
care upon God, ſith we are in ſo great a” 
danger, and none can keep us from the 
Devil but he? We cannot keep our 
ſelves from the baits of the Devil no- 
more than Children can gvide themſelves 
in all their ways, or feed, learn, govern and 
cloath themſelves without the help of 
their Father and Governour. Shall the 
Children depend only upon their Father 
and Governour, and ſhall not we depend 
only upon our God, that is, our Maker. 
our Father and our Governour ? and 
who, when we fell from him and fol- 


tn lowed the Counſel of the Devil, ſent his 
ch only Son to die for us, and to endure 
the pains of Hell for us? The Holy 
reiß Ghoſt ſaith, I he hath given his Son for 
n | 33 . 
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s; will be not with him give us all things 
alſo! Rom. 8. 32. And yet, ſhall we not 
dare to depend upon him ? Is he not a- 
ble to dry up the Waters of the Red- 
Sea, that thou mighteſt go on foot dry- 
ſhod through? Cannot he rain thee Man- 
na, that thou necdeſt not ſtarve ? Can- 
not our God give thee Water out of a 
Rock ? He giveth thee Water out of the 
Rock Chriſt every day : Oh that thou 

-wouldeſt receive it“ But I know what 
thou wouldſt have, thou wouldeſt have 
Quatles to fulfill thy Luſt : For Luft 
when it conceiveth bringeth forth ſin, and ſin 
when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death: Jam. 
1. 15. Then mayeſt thou cry, O wretch- 
ed Man that I am, mho ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this death ! I thank God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, it is he that 
mult deliver me from this Body of Death. 
Rom. 7. 24. And yet thou wilt not fol- 
low him, nor depend upon him. Ano- 
ther reaſon why thou ſhouldeſt follow 


if the Devil find thee at any time alone, 
thou canſt not eſcape his hands; and 
therefore my greateſt defire is, that I 
might perſwade you to caſt all your 
care upon God, and none upon the 
| World: 


> Chriſt, and depend upon him is, becauſe 
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otld : nay, I pray God that Chriſt© 
may prevail with you, for he hath gone - 
about to perſwade you already, and told 
you a reaſon, For he careth for yon: and 
it he careth for you, you need no more 
care; for you ſhall be well provided for: 
therefore obey him, caſt all your care 
upon him, and care not for this World; 
live as he hath appointed you, labour in 
your Vocation ſix days, and keep the ſe- 
venth holy to the Lord; and in all your 
labour uſe no kind of deceit, nor deſire 
to de Rich. Do you labour in your Vo- 
cation, and beſure you pray morning and 
evening, and at noon, and at all times, 
and hear and read the Word of Ged, 
and meditate on that day and night, and 
follow Chriſt, and take hold on him by 
faith: Let that be all your Care, and 
for your bodily goods take no Care, If” 
you dare not truſt God with your bo- 
dies, who feedeth them, as you ſee eve»: 
ry day; how dare you truſt him with 
your Souls, which you cannot well diſ- 
cern by reaſon of your Earthly Nature? 
You have a promiſe for your Bodies, if 
you will ſerve God and keep his Com- 
mandments ; and yet many dare not truſt } 
him: They. would ſerve him with all 
od * -& their 
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their Hearts, if they durſt truſt his 
Words. If they ſhould loſe their mor- 
tal bodies, it were but a ſmall matter; 
for they muſt have an erd. And for 
your Souls, you have but his Word and 
Promiſe, upon condition that you follow 
Chriſt, and take hold of him by faith : 
Now if you negle&t the condition, the 
Promiſe is void; and yet you ſay, you 
durſt truſt God with your Souls, when 
yon never go about to keep his Com- 
mandments: you never. follow Chriſt, 
nor take hold »f him by Faith, nor have 
you 'any experience by your Bodies, for 
you never truſt Chriſt. David ſaith, 1 
have killed a Lion and a Bear, and therefore 
I dare venture on this uncircumciſed Phili- 
ſtin. If he had ſuffered the Lion and the 
Bear to have overcome him, he had ne- 
ver overcome the Giant; and then had 
he never been made the King's Son, So 
if thou wilt overcome that great Goljah, 
thou muſt firſt kill the Lion and the Bear: 
Thou muſt firſt overcome the temptations 
of the World, if thou meaneſt to over- 
come the Devil, and ſo be made the Kings 
Son of Heaven, 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
Againſt Immoderate Care. 


the day hath enough with its own grief. 


Here you ſee that our Saviour pities you, 
that you take ſuch care; and willeth you 
that you ſhould not care for the next 

morrow, becanſe you do not know we- 


ther you ſhall live till then or no : For 


Chriſt faith, Thos Fool, this night will they 


take away thy Soul from thee, As if Chri 


ſhould ſay, if thou dieſt with taking care 
for this World, thou Joſeft the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and thou ſhalt lie burning in 
Hell-fire. Then, doſt thou not ſhew thy 


ſelf a Fool, to take {ſo much care for this 


UR Saviour ſaith, Care not for to 
morrow, let to morrow care for it ſelf; 
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World, ſince thou knoweſt that Hell-fire 


is before thee, thy Goods are behind 
thee, and thou knoweſt not Who ſhall 


enjoy them? If thou thinkeſt thy Chil- 
dren ſhall, thou knoweſt not whether they 


ſhall live or no; or ſpend and waſt them 
wickedly, as thou perhaps haſt gotten ' 4 
them; or whether they ſhall be other ways 


deprived of them or no. 
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| A thouſand ways may ſeperate thy 
Sons and their Goods far aſunder ; P/al. d 
22. 6. thou knoweſt not but that the 
World may end thou knoweſt not what I 
ſhall become of thy Goods, or whether f 
any body fhall enjoy them or not; and © 
to ſay the truth, ſome of you make ſure \ 
work, that none ſhall enjoy them; for 
whoſoever getteth them, were better be 
without them, it they be not gotten in 
the fear of God ; for if thou doſt not 
ſpend thy time therein, and in the Faith 
of Chriſt. which is the end and finiſh- 
| ing of Wiſdom; thou thy ſelf, thy Bo- 
dy and thy Soul ſhall lie burning in Hell- 
fire for ever and ever, and there is no 
means for thee to be delivered. Thou 
mayeſt turn thee and tumble thee in the 
fire of Hell, and canſt never get out, 
and wonder at thy ſelf that thou wert 
|  fach a Fool to take care for thoſe things 
which thon ſhouldeſt never know what 
became of them, and take little or no 
care for thy ſelf when thou knoweſt 
thou fhouldeſt come to this wretched 
and miſerable end, that weuld never 
end, | | 

Here in the World, none dare call a 
Rich Man Fool; but Chriſt faith he 3 - 
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fool that ſetteth his heart on theſe world - 
ly things. But if by taking care for 
worldiy things, he miſs Heaven, and fall 
into Hell, he will call himſelf a thou- 
ſand millions of fools, that omitting bet- 
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worſe than nothing; for his own conſci- 
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have ſerved God and gone to Heaven : and 


2 


ten nothing but everlaſting tor ment. 
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Sometimes he thinks, I would I might 
creep through tea Thoufnd Hells, and 
be ten Thouſand Millions of times in 
crawling through them, to go to Chriſt ; 
and then get Faith, and take hold on 
Chriſt: For he knoweth now, that none 
can come to God, but by faith in his Son, 
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pains that could ever be deviſed, to ob- 
tain that Faith in the end; and yet he 
thought whilſt he was in this World, 
that one Set mon in a Month would have 
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but he ſeth. he would not believe the 
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ter things, he would take care for this 
World, which is worth nothing; nay, it is 


ence will tell him, if he had had nothing, 
he ſhould have cared for nothing, he might - 


having ſomething, his care was fo much 
to compaſs more, that indeed he had got- 


And now he knowe: 1 not what to do: 


for the which he would now take allthe 


ſerved him to have gotten. that Faith; 4 
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Word of God : for God's own Word 
willed him that he ſhould not labour for 
the Meat that perifheth, but for the food of 
everlaſting Life. And leſt he ſhould doubt 
of theſe things which God ſaith, Chriſt 
ſaith, Conſider the Lilies of the Field, they 
labour not, nei her ſpin they: I ſay unto you, 
Solomon in all his glory was not cloathed 
like one of theſe. If God fo cloath the Grafs, 
which is here to day, and to morrow is caſt 
into the furnace, will he not do much more for 
you? O ye of little Faith ! Here Chriſt 
tells them that will not believe his pro- 
miſe, and follow his counſel, they are 
of little Faith. And the Holy Ghoſt tel- 

leth us, that Faith cometh by hearing of 
the Word Preached : and without Faith 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : And there 
never were any ſaved but by Faith, nor 
there were never any damned, but for 
want of Faith, For the Holy Ghoſt faith, 
He that cometh to God, mnſt believe that 
God is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that ſeek him. He did not believe that 
God would provide for him in this World, 
and fave him in the next, becauſe he iſ 
wanted Faith. Ard he wanted Faith, be-? 
cauſe his delight was not, as Mary's was, 
to leave theſe wordly affairs, and to hear iſ 
| the 
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ſelves, nor no way can mitigate their tor 
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the Word Preached. He could not pray 
that he might profit by the Word Preach- 
ed, becauſe he had no knowledge by the 
World to ſee his wants. 
He had no knowledge, becauſe he 
had not continually heard and read the 
Word, which would have taught him 
to have known God and himſelf, If he 
prayed ſometimes without knowledge 
and faith, his Prayers were vain and fri- 
volous. Wy 
And thus he ſeeth it was his own neg-' 
ligence that brought him to Hell, be- 
cavſe he would not labour for the meat 
that periſheth not; and now he is ſo 
vexed at himſelf, becauſe he did not 
follow the counſel of our bleſſed Saviour 
Chriſt, that took ſuch pains for him, 
and gave him ſo many warnings, and 
told him how he ſhould find it, if he 
would follow his C-unſel ; that he would 
now, if it were poſlible, be revenged on 
himſelf : as Judas when he had done-thatlif 
which Chriſt had warned him of, andi 
ſaw that now it could not be undone 
he laid violent hands on himſelf; to bei 
revenged upon himſelf, But when they 
ſee they cannot be revenged on them 


ment; 
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ment, then they are ten thouſand times 
more tormented with torments, which 
cannot be expreſſed: then they will de- 
fie Satan, and cry out againſt the World 5 
they loved fo well, and ſay, Satan laid WM - 
all his baits by the things which are in 
the World; yea many baits he laid, and Þ 7 
took many, even with thitgs that were 
lawful to be uſed in the World by the Bp , 
appointment of God, as you ſhall ſee. 0 
Neat is ordained of God for the novriſh- 
ment of Man: and yet how many doth | 
satan take with the Sin of Gluttony ? | 
And therefore take heed that thou eat- 
teſt temperately. Meat is ordained for the 
eh, and the Belly for Meat, but God wil 
Wldeſfroy both them and it, 1 Cor. 6, 1. Drink 
s very lawful, yet how many doth Sa- 
an take with the fin of Drunkenneſs ? 
nd therefore Ciriſt ſaith, Take heed 
ſt at any time your hearts be overcome with 
run enn ſe and ſurfeiting, and cares of this 
World. Luke 21. 14. Mark this counſel 
mf Chriſt, Left at any time As if he ſhould 
ay, be continnally careful, leſt thon art 
Hivercome with ſur ſeiting and drunkengeſs 
nd cares of this World; for thou mayeſt 
lrfeit, and be drunken with any thing 

ou: takeſt care for ig this World. 
And 


And therefore Chriſt ſaith, Tale 0 


care, and do not ſay, what ſhall we eat, and 


what ſhall we drink? and wherewith ſhall we 
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be cloathed ? for after theſe things ſeek the 
Gentiles, and your heavenly Father knowerh 
ye have need of theſe things: but firſt ſeek 


the Kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſti, 


and all theſe things (hall be miniſtred unto 
you Mat. 6. 31, 32. Oh the mercy of 
God ! which would tell you that your 
Heavenly Father knew that you had need 
of theſe things, and he would give yon 


that he knew ſufficient ! Seek-ye the King- | 


dom of Heaven, and theſe things ſhall be 
mixiſtred unto you. Seek ye the Heavenly 
Treaſure, and à little of this earthty 


Traſh will ſerve the turn. And if you 
knew how Satan hath poyſoned all, or the 


moſt of it, you would be afraid to take 
any of it, But it you take nothing but 
at my hands (faith Chriſt) Satan's Poy- 
ſon ſhall never hurt you; but if you be- 
gin to be your own Carvers, Satan will 


ſo ſawce it with ſweet poyſon, that he 
will deceive the viſ-{t Worldlings in the 


World. And therefore ſee you take no- 


thing, but at the hands of the Lord; 


| 
| 


for Satan hath {ſpread his Net, as the Spi- 
der doth. her Web. Now the Spider 
| lieth 
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lieth cloſe hidden in a dark hole, until 
the filly Fly be intangled, and then 
he cometh and taketh her -as his own : 
and even ſo Satan lieth cloſe until he 
ſee you intangled, and then claimeth 


1222 
CHAP. XL. 


The Poyſon of out ward things. 


Honour with Haughtineſs, Beauty with 


a thing clear againſt reaſon : for the na- 
tural Man would think, that he which is 


tues, how doth Satan ſeek to poyfon; 


I honeſt labour with carefulneſs? And 


| therefore Saint John ſaith, Love not the 
1 World, nor the things that are in the World, 
for the love of the World is enmity to God. 
$12 John 2. 15. Then ſome worldly _ 

| will .: 


the World, and you, and all for his 


OEE how Satan hath poyſoned all things 
in this World: as Apparel, Pride, 


Vanity, Recreation with Covetouſneſs; 
rich, needs not to be covetous, and yet 
it is commonly ſeen, the more rich the 


more coyetous : yea, and even our ver. 


ff them? As for liberality, how doth he 
ſeek to poyſon it with prodigality ; and 
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will ſay, What ! ſhall we do nothing ? 
Yes:: but ſee how ſcon the Devil will lay 
a ſnare to int:ngle thee withal, that thou 
mayeſt be idle, the very bait with the 
which he catcheth all; for many deſire 
goods, that they may be idle ; and the 
Devil hath ſame leiſure to talk with a 
man when he is idle; and idleneſs bring- 
eth a man to many vain recreations, and 
ſo to much eating and drinking, and too 
many wicked fins, The Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
that we all give account for every idle 
word that we ſpeak; and therefore thou 
mayeſt not be idle by any means. Thou 
muſt labour ſix days, for God hath com- 
manded thee ſo to do : and thou muſt do 
it, not for any care thou h-ſt of the 
World, but becauſe God commandeth: : 
thee, and thou muſt ſhew thy. ſelf obedi- 
ent to him, and all thy care in thy labour 
muſt be how to pleaſe him, and leave the 
ſucceſs of thy labour to him : and thou 
muſt be careful in thy labour, that thou 
takeſt no care for thine own. profit nor 
thine own pleaſure, but how to pleaſe 
God, and then let it pleaſe thee : but be 
ſure it pleaſe not thee, and offend God : 
And thus thou muſt labour fix days, and 
follow the Commandment of God, = 
| is 
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his example, after whoſe Image thou art 
made, and whom thon art to imitate : 
He laboured and made in fix days theſe 
things for thee; labour thou to obey him: 
He Jaboured and locked over his work, 
and faw it was good: ſo thou muſt la- 
bour and look over thy work, and ſee 
that it be good before God. Though 
there are many imperfections in thee, yet 
becauſe thou art reconciled to God in 
Chriſt, and now ſheweſt thy humble obe- 
dience to this Commandment, that thou 


wilt neither be idle, nor yet labour for 


thine own profit or pleaſure, nor do thine 
own ways, but ſee that thou doeſt thoſe 
things that he hath appointed thee, tak- 


ing hold of Chriſt by faith, he accept- 


eth them for good 3 Chriſt, who 
bath fulfilled alf for thee * for Obedience 
is better than Sacrifice, 1 Sam. 14. 22. 


Then alſo thou muſt reſt the ſeventh 


day; for ſo for thine example he reſted, 
and commanded thee to reſt that day, and 


to keep it holy to the Lord: Now he 
commandeth thee to leave all earthly bu - 
ſineſs, and attend upon him and hear What 
further inſtructions he hath. for thee, how 


to ſtrengthen thy faith, how to take hold 


on Chriſt, and how to come to his King- 


dom, Now 
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Now thy care muſt be, how to learn 
at his mouth to keep his Commandments. 
Now he will ſhew thee the figure of that 
everlaſting reſt ; which he will bring 
thee to, through Chriſt. Now if thou 
| beeſt not very ready and diligent to at- 
tend upon him the ſeventh day, thou 
| ſheweſt that all thy labour on the fix 
days was for thine own pleaſure or pro- 
fit, more than for thine obedience towards 
| the Lord thy God: for if thou wouldeſt 
| have obeyed him in thy labour in the fix 
days, thou wouldeſt have obeyed him in 
the reſt, the Lord's day alſo. This ſhall be 

a witneſs to thine own conſcience, leſt that 
thou be deceived, as many be, who think 
that they labour all the week to pleaſe 
God, when indeed they labour to pleafe 
themſelves, becauſe the Commandment 
pleaſeth their humour, better than to keep 
holy the Lord's day; and they will be wil- 
ling to take one hour from the Lord in 
the morning, and another in the after- 
noon, or two it may be ; which ſheweth 
that their minds and affections are more 
on the World, than on the true ſervice and 
obedience they owe to God. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


Prodigalliy ſet out. 


Ome think that the prodigal man tak- 
eth too little care for the World : 
But I ſay, he is a wicked man, and tak- 
eth too much care for the World, and 
tco little care to pleaſe God. Heis an 
idle man, and will not labour fix days, 
He is a diſobedient man, and will not 
keep holy the Lord's day. He is a waſt- 
ful man, he will ſpend waſtfuly for the 
'vain-glory of the World, which ſome 
fay they care not for, He leaveth thoſe 
things which God hath given him and 
his Family without care. Yea, he Is a 
covetous man, for he will borrow of o- 
thers, and ſpend ir waſtfully, and never 
pay it again. He breaketh the Command - 
ment, which ſaith, Owe nothing to any man 
but this, that you love one another : Rom. 1. 
38. for the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, The ungodly 
borroweth and payeth not again, but the merci- 
ful. man is liberal and lendeth. Pſal. 37; 21. 
Some will ſay, they would pay if they 
had it: but indeed they will not obey 
God, and live as he hath appointed them. 
3 , They 
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They are proud, and will ſpend fo far 
beyond their calling, that they have no- 
thing to lend to the poor Children of 
GOD, becauſe they ſpend either upon 
the wicked, or in exceſs, when there is 
no need; or upon thoſe that have as lit- 
tle or leſs need than themſelves. Such a 
perſon is worſe than an Infidel, becauſe be 
provideth not for bis houſhold. 1 Tim. 5. 8: 
| God doth not ſay, becauſe he taketh not 
care for his own houſhold, for all his 
care ſhould be to pleaſe GOD: but he 
careth not to pleaſe G O D, neither doth 
he obey God, to labour fix days, and to 
ſce his houſhold labour: for whilſt ke is 
idle, or uſing ſome vain paſtime out of his 
Calling, his Children and Servants diſo- 
bey GOD, and miſ-ſpend their time, 
and weaken his Eſtate, and all through 
his own careleſneſs to pleaſe God, He 
ſheweth himſelf no good Chriſtian z for 
a good Chriſtians life is a careful life ; 
not careful of the World, but careful leſt 
the World ſhould hinder him any way 
from ſerving of God, either in being too 
negligent in his Calling, and fo provide 
not for his houſhold, and become worſe 
than an Infidel ; or leſt he ſhould. be co- 
vetous, and become the man whom Gy 
ans 
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abhorreth. And yet there be ſome ſo igno- 
rant, that they will ſay, The Prodigal 
Man beareth a noble Mind. But he bears 
a wicked mind; and they know not what 
a noble mind is, that ſay ſo. Our Peers 
and Princes are called Noble Men, be- 


cauſe they bear noble minds, that is 


they are virtu us and temperate, and dif- 
-creet, governing the Common: wealth ac- 
cording to their Calling, regarding the 
virtuous, and keeping under the vicious, 
holding in the prodigal, who would run 
away with a whole Kingdom, if they 
might have it : Nay, no Kit gdom is a- 
ble to ſatisfie prodigal perſons ; for their 
diſobedient humour will never be ſatis- 
fed, becauſe they do not labour to keep 
the Commandments of GOD. Some 
are more affected with this lin, than o- 
thers, but all theſe that are affected with 
prodigality, have a diſobedient humour, 
they are indiſcreet, becauſe they cannot 
ſpend when they ſhould, and ſpare with 
diſcretion, when the time is. They are 
unthankful, becauſe they do not heartily 
thank God for his bleſſings, but wiſh they 
were more. Neither will they be thank- 

ful to the King, nor a worthy noble Prince 
| or Peer; for if they ſpend a little pro · 

2 | digally 


PR * a —_ * mr; am 


BLESSING. 149 
digally in their ſervice, they will think 
they are indebted to them, though all of 
it were by the Prince liberally beſtowed 
on them : but indeed ſuch are not to be 
about Princes and Peers, no more than 

the cavetous. Some wile and learned 
men have diſputed, whether the prodigal 
be the worſe member in the Common- 
wealth: But I pray God you nor yours be 
none of both : But bear what the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, the Covetous is the man whom 
God abhorreth, the Prodigal is worſe 
than an Infidel: And thus I leave them, 
and pray to Gd for Chriſt his ſake, they 
and we may leave both theſe and all our 
ſins, and take hold of Chriſt by faith, 
and live through him, with God for e- 
yer and ever. 


CHAP. ELL, 


Difference between an Att and Habit of 


ſinning. 
Ng. you muſt know this, that the 
dear Children of God, for want of 
diſcretion, «© do ſometimes an AR which 
may be called covetous, and yet not upon 
2 covetous humour, and an act that may 
be 
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be called prodigal, and yet not upon a 
Prodigal humour, but for want of diſcre- 
tion at any time: For there is none fo 
diſcreet at all times, that is not ſomewhat 
infected with either of theſe ſins : for we 
are infected with all ſins, and therefore 
God, in great mercy to Man, made the 
Sabbath or Lords day ; ſo that if a Man 
did in fix days overſlip himſelf, as indeed 
we all do, and did not reconcile himſelf 
- to God every night, as we ought to do, 
yet on the Lords day, the Lord calleth 
him to him and ſheweth him his Faults, 
and wiſheth him o be reconciled to him 
through Chriſt, and breatheth into his face 
the breath of life again, and reneweth in 
him the Image of God again,that was de- 
cayed by his fin, and ſo he goeth home 2 
renewed Man. And cherefore 1 ſay, and 
ſay truly, that all the Writers in the 
World cannot expreſs, what hurt that 
Man, Woman or Child doth himſelf, that 
doth not attend on the Lord, on the 
Lords day neither can any Man or Wo- 
man do their Servants more hurt, than 
than to keep them from the LORDS 
houſe that day. The LORD hath charg- 
ed thee that thou (if thou haſt any un- 
der thee) ſhalt ſee them come: and * 
Un) 
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| thy ſelf, as thou wilt anſwer it : for the 
i ORD himſelf is now there prepared 
to teach thee and thine, and therefore go 
to him, and go prepared : Cleanſe thy 


heart of all 
he is there to ſee thine heart, and all 


earthly things, and know that 


thine affections and hebaviour.Some will 
ſay, 1 would go to the Church, but 
there will be little. But 1 fay unto thee, 
it not learn that 
little. If God for thy diſobedience, 
will ſpeak but a little to thee that day, 
yet thou haſt a & fat deal to ſay to him, 
confeſs thy ſin, new thine obedience, 
be an example to them that would 
ſtay from the preſence of GOD, pray 
for his grace upon thee and them, an 
the. whole Church, and appeal to the 
promiſe of God, When two or three are 
gathered together in his Name, he will be 
with them. Mat. 18. 20. Pray that God 
may ſend his Word plentifuily for Chriſts 
lake, although our fins deſerve to have 
it taken away altogether - ſeek to 'do 
ſome goed to the Poor, although there 
be but a poor company of you gather- 
ed together. Move the People to 
provide themſelves a Preacher ; tell 


them of their Wants; ſpeak to the 
G _Maglt- 


* 
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Magiſtrate : mourn to ſee the Ale. 


houſes full, and the Church of God 
Empty. ? 


CHAP. XLII. 


The fervice of the Lords Day ought to be 
public x. 


Ome will go to the Caurch of God 
in the Forenoon, and in the After- 
Noon they will ſerve God at home; but 


thou canſt not do God ſo great ſervice 
at home: ſerve him fix days at home 
and the ſeventh go to the Church off 
the Lord, if God be truly worfhippedifi 
there, as 1 pray God he ever may ball 
in our Chuyches to the Worlds end f 
and I pray God you may be true worf 
ſhippers of God. And always in the | 
Church of God both Forenoon and 
Afternoon, let there be one more foi 
thee. But of this I warn yon, for tha 
love I bear to your Souls and Bodies 
if you cannot get the people to provide 
a Preacher, which may diſpence thi 
Word truly and ſincerely, remove you 
where you may have and hear the Word 
e for, Where the Word of thi 
Lora 
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Lord is not truly Preached, the people periſh 
for want of knowledge. Prov. 29. 10. But 
if you can get a Preacher where you 
dwell, and do good both to you and 
others, I think it better ſo: For, The 
harveſt is great, but the labourers are few, 
W therefore pray the Lord of the harveſt to 
end forth labomers into his harveſt : Mat. 
9. 37, 38. For the true labourers indeed 
are not few, but very few, for as the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Al ſeek their own, and 
not what is Jeſus Chriſt. Phil. $. 11. All 
is taken here, as It is in many other 
places, for the moſt part, for the moſt 
ſeek their own : nay, it would ſeem wel 
if ſome would be contented with their 
own, but they ſeek more than their 
own; if they examine themſelves well, 
they ſhall find it ſo ; whereas the true 
Preachers of Gods Word will be con- 
tented with leſs than their own; ſo 
they may win Souls unto Chriſt, they 
care not; they count all the World 
dung; as indeed it is, ſo they may be 
Chriſts, and draw many to him I hope 
in God, that through his grace ſame 
of you will be Preachers. I pray God 
for Chriſts ſake, to enlighten you with 
his Spirit, and give you grace that 
G 2 you- 


"7 - | 1 
ba * * o 
. 


— * 


124 The MOTHERS 


you may be truly godly, and very zea- 
lous for the Glory of God, labouring 
by all means poſſible, to increaſe the 
Glorious Kingdom of Chriſt, And of 
this be ſure, if you will loſe nothing 


of your own, you will never win many | 


to Chriſt : and mark how the Holy 
Ghoſt faith, They ſeek their own, He 
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doth not ſay, They ſeek more than 


their own: but, they ſeck their own, As 
if he ſhould ſay, as indeed he meaneth, i 
They buſie themſelves about ſeeking 


their own, but in the mean time they 
neglect the great work, and the great 
buſineſs that I had ſet them about, to 
gather together the Souls that Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God ſhed his Hearts 
Blood for; and contrary to all reaſon 
they look for.their Wages before they 
haye done their work. St. Paul, which 
was called to be a Preacher of the 


Word of God, faith, Woe be to me, if / 5 


Preach not the Goſpel; 1 Cor. 9. 16. but 


he doth not ſay, Woe be unto me if | | 
ſeek not goods, He ſaith, Neceſſity is laid 


pon me to Preach the Goſpel ; but he doth 


not ſay, Necſlity is laid upon me to 


get goods. Vet ſome of them will ſay, 
they muſt not loſe their geods and 
right, 


Pg 
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right, rather they muſt go to Law for 
them; but contrary to the Law of God 
they neglect their duty in his Church, 
they do not ſtudy how to divide the 
Word of GOD aright, and to give 
to eyery one that which is fit for him. 
What doth the Holy Ghoſt call neg- 
ligent Preachers, but dumb Dogs that 
will not bark: Iſa. 65. 10, The Dog will 
bark and give warning to the whole 
& bonſhold within, if any danger be near; 
but thoſe that ſhould deliver my meſ- 
ſage unto my people, they buſie them- 
{ felves about their own affairs; they 
flumber and delight in {leeping ; they 

will not call out to the people, and 
give them warning of the danger that 
is near them, I pray tell me or let any 
Man tell me, if he be a good Servant, 
which will go about his own buſineſs, 
and neglect his Maſters, or no? no Man 
Vill account of ſuch a Servant, but wilt 
W cat him off for nought : even ſo God 
will caſt them off for nought, that ſeek 
their own or neglect the diligent, ſeek- 
ing of that which is Jeſus Chriſts; 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


The honourable Calling of Miniſters ſtainca N 
by worldlineſs. 


Muſt needs ſay, I have been very 
deſicons, and have often begged of 
God that ſome of you might be Prea- 
chers; yea, and all of you and yours 
if it might pleaſe his Divine Majeſty to 
beſtow ſuch Graces upon you, as were 
meet for ſo high a Calling, But God | 
knows, I never deſired it, becauſe you | 
ſhould get any thing in the World, } 
but becauſe you ſhould ger ſervants to | 
God, and Souls to Chriſt, and becauſe | 
you might be ſo enlightned with the 
Word, through the Holy Ghoſt 
working within you, that you might 
make no account of the World, as 
indeed it is nothing, nay it is worſe I 
than nothing; for nothing doth no 
hurt, and the World doth much hurt ; 
I pray not for the World (ſaith Chriſt) but 
For thoſe thou haſt given me out of the World, Vi 
Joh. 19. 9. Thoſe, that though their bo- 
dies be in the World, yet their hearts, 
their minds, and their affections are as 
high 
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high as Heaven, Jf you be riſen with 
CHRIST,  /eek thoſe things which are above, 


where CHRIST ſitteth a the right hand 


of GOD : Set not your affections on things 
which are on the Earth, but on things which 
are in Heaven. Col. 3.1. 


Pray Ged for Chriſt his fake you 


- may be of thoſe which Chriſt prayed 


for, thoſe which have their minds and 
hearts buſted about Heavenly things, 
and never taking care for the things ot 
the World. Woe is me with fear, leſt 
any of you or yours ſhould love this 
World : but if it pleaſe God that any 
of you hereafter ſhould be a Preacher, 


and love the World, 1 cannnot expreſs: 


the grief it would be to me even ſo 
long as I were in the World. If any of 
you ſhonid ask me, if it were not as 


evil in another man, as in a Preacher? 


I anſwer, No, for it is a very dangerous, 


and indeed a damnable eſtate ro love 


the World. I know what I ſay ; I do not 
ſay, to be covetous, or to deſire to be 
rich, whereby one is moved to uſe un- 
lawful means to get goods; but ! ſay, 
to love the lawful goods which God 
hath given thee, and to negle& the ſer- 
vice of God about them, if it be but in 

' G 4 think- 
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thinking of them ; and to be at any time 
more loath to loſe thy lawful goods 
than to go to Law, to the hurt of thy 
Brother whom Chriſt died for: It is 
a wicked ſin in any man, to ſer a Rent 
or Price on any of thy lawful goods or 
lands, more than thou in ſuch a caſe 
wouldſt be willing to give; it is a 
wicked ſin to let or fell any thing 
to any man, for ſiniſter reſpects, that 
thou doſt not think to be the true and 
faithful Servant of God, if thou mayeſt 
tet it well to thoſe that are, is a ſin. But 
to let a Farm to any that thou doſt not 
think to be a true Servant of God, but 
becauſe he is richer, or 1s better able 
to pay thee, or will give thee more for 
it, is a greater ſin. For the earth is the 
Lords, and all that is therein: and he 
hath ſet thee a Steward over ſome 
parts of it, and thou art by his appoint- 
ment to let it to his Children and Ser- 
vants that love him, and becauſe many 
things have many prices, he bids thee 
deal in all his buſinefles, as thou would- 
eſt be dealt withal in ſuch a caſe: He 
bids thee Deal liberally with thy Bro- 
ther, that his Soul may bleſs thee : yet 
thou wilt neglect thy Brother, whom 


thou 


S 
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thou ſeeſt careful to ſerve God in 
Chriſt, and let it to one that hath little 
or no Religion in him, becauſe thou 
ſeeſt that he can deal more warily in 
the World, or more eaſily ; as the 
World calls it, though indeed it be 
more wickedly before God : yet be- 
cauſe thou ſeeſt he is more able to pay 
thee the Rent, thou wilt let it to him, 
who is indeed Gods Enemy, and for 
whom God never made it: for God 
made theſe things for his Children and 
his Servants; and he doth never love 
God as his Father, nor obey him as a: 
Servant ; neither will he more become 
obedient to God, and ſerviceable to 
his Church, it thou let him a good 
penny- worth; whereas if he thrive not 
of it, he will rail on thee, and on thy 
Religion, which is indeed againſt God: 
he knoweth not that it is God that: 
giveth power to get goods, and that: 
is God again that keepeth men ſhort; 
although ſometimes with his mouth he: 
ſpeaks it, yet the true knowledge of 
it dwelleth not in his heart; and if he. 
grow rich upen it, he will not be li- 


beral to the poor Children of God, 2 


conſidering their wants, as if they were 
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his own: for he hath not natural affe- 
Sion towards them, becauſe they are 
not his Brethren. Loe, here thou ſeeſt 
what to do with thine own, or as ſome 
ſay, Gods; and thine own, or as the 
truth is, Gods and not thine own, and 
therefore thou mayeſt offend God in 
it ; for thou art but a Tenant at the will 
of the Lord, and thou art to depart at 
an inſtant : yet thou haſt a great Title 
under God for the time, and the Title 


is good, and lawfally thou mayeſt en- 


joy them, yet the love that thou beareſt 
unto them is utterly unlawful, for it 
is the love that thou beareſt to theſe 
worldly goods, that makcth thee to let 


them to ſuch a Tenant as will neither 


ſerve God, nor do good to the poor 
ſervants of God, The man to Won 
thou letteſt it, may be a civil honeſt 
man in the world; for among the Hea- 
then, yea, among the Jevs that would 
kill Chriſt again if they bad him, and 
hate the Childrea of GOD, there 
are ſuch in the World as will deal ci- 
villy and pay at their day ; perhaps bet- 
ter than ſome. Chriſtians z but if thou 


beeſt the true Child of God,, thou muſt 
have a diſcerning eye of faith, which. 


ercry 
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every one hath not; and know the 
Child of God from an evil Man; nei- 
ther mayeſt thou judge the other for 
all that, but pray for him, and hope 
that though he be not the true Servant 
of God now, yet in good time, by Gods 
Grace, he may be. Thou mayeſt not 
impart the benefits of God, as near as 
thou canſt, but to thoſe whom thou 
knoweſt to be the Lords true Servants; 
and thou muſt do it for the love thou 
beareſt to God. Why ſhouldeſt thou 
not love God's Children much more 
than any goods thou haſt? There is 
great reaſon to do it, able to perſwade 
any man, if his heart be not of ſtone. 
For God made us more excellent Crea- 
tures, according to his own Image. 
Satan came by ſtealth and ſubtilty, and 
through envy ſtole away that excellent 
Image from us, and made eus more ugly 
Perſons, deformed Devils, ſo that we 
were aſhamed of our ſelves, ran away 
and hid our ſelves, and we were good 
for nothing, but evil for all things; fit 
for nothing but, fire brands of Hell, 
into the which we are ready every 
hour to fall z and God hath faid, that 
if we ſuffered the Devil to 4 
Hell 


— 
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Hell ſhould be our portion, the Devil 
{tood gaping to receive us : were thou 
not in a miſerable caſe ? ] tell thee we 
are all in this miſerable caſe. And 1 
tell thee true, Iam ſorry at the heart 
when I ſee any that doth not conſider 
the caſe wherein he was; and I am 
afraid, leſt any of you ſhould forget 
the eſtate wherein you were, and ſo be- 
come unthankful, and fall into it again, 
Oh the danger is great ! But tell me, 
wouldeſt thou love him that would 
come and make thee like a God again, 
and waſh away all thy filthy poyſon, and 
deliver thee from the ſlavery of the De- 
vil and from the fire of Hell, and ſet thee 
in Paradice again; yea, in fuch a Para- 
dice as the Devil can never have pow.- 
er to deceive thee ? And for thy. better 
aſſurance, bids thee hold then by him, 
and thou ſhalt never need to fear? If 
thou wouldeſt not love him and all his, 
thou wert greatly to blame. But 1 
know now. in. thy diſtreſs thou. doft not 
make ſo much queſtion whether thou 
ſhouldeſt love. him or no, for thou 
thinkeſt it unpoſſible but that thou 
ſhouldeſt love him and all his, and do 
whatſoever he would bid thee, If chow 
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wert once in Gods promiſe again, thow 
wouldeſt not diſobey him for all the 
Devils and World that ever were. 
But Oh the miſery ! here is the thing; 
how is it poſſible that thou ſhouldeſt 
be helped ? God is thine Enemy, the 
Deyil is thine Enemy, the Werld can } 
do thee no good, nor make thee clean: 
For all thy Blood within thy Veins Is 
corrupted, thy hearts-blood is become 
moſt filthy poyſon, and thou art be- 
come moſt ugly, deformed like the De-» 
vil, and thou art a ſhame to thy ſelf; 
although no body ſee thee but thy ſelf, 
and Hellfire is ſo big, that all the wa- 
ter in the World cannot quench it. 
Thus beginning to diſpair, thy Tor- 
ments begin to encreaſe, when thou 
couldeſt ſee no way to eſcape: It - But 
Oh the love of God, the wonderful 
love of God towards thee, never to be- F 
expreſſed; not for any good that is 
in th-e, for behold here what a filthy 
Creature thou art; but for the ever- 
laſting goodneſs that was in himſelf, his 

great and wonderful wiſdom he found 
a way, even for his own fake; or elſe } 
Man and his Poſterity had been burn- } 
ing in Hell-fire for ever and ever, _ 


only Son 


| 


he ſhed bis hearts-blood, and gave it 
man to drink, that it might enter into 
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never have been cleanſed, but wo is me 
| God would not accept him Fe ſaid 
that man for his diſobedience to him, and 

| obeying the Devil, muſt go to Hell, and 
burn there. Oh the mercies of the Son 
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did he find a way ? He ſent his own Son 
to waſh this filthy Creature Man ; his 
I ſay the Son of God. And 
how did he waſh him? No water could 
make him clean : He waſhed him with 
his own Blood : and he ſweat Water 

and Blood, with waſhing of him: yea, 


his heart, and ſo run through all his 
Veins, and ſo cleanſe him indeed. Mars 
Fleſh was corrupted. The Son of God brake 


| his Body and gave them his Fleſh to eat, that 
it might renew their fleſh, and that their 
| leproſie might be healed. Mat. 26. 27. 
W Gen. 6. 12. Mat. 26. 26. And the Son of 


God did this indeed ; he brake his Body 
and gave it us to drink, or elſe we could 


3 
_ 


of God, how is it poſſible they ſhould 


be ſhadowed out; for no body can ex- 


preſs the depth of it, that he would en- 


dure the pains of Hell for us: he being 
Man endured them, and being God over- 
came them 5 Epb, 3. 18, 19. Gal. 2 I 3. 


John 
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Yohn 4. 21. He ſtopped the mouth of the 

Devil, ſhut the gates of Hell, took Man 
by the hand, he having waſhed him, and 
endured the pains of Hell for him: He 
takes him by the hand, I ſay, and leads 

him to his Father,- he accepts him in 

* Chriſt. Feel. 7. 17. John J. 16. Oh the 

mercies of God in Chriſt, that are ne- 
yer able to ve ſet out by Man“ Man 
through his fall, wrovght his utter ruin 
alone by himlelf : Chriſt the Son of God 
hath wrought his recovery alone by him - 
ſelf, without the help of any, and ſet 
Man in a far better eſtate than he was 
before. Joh. 11. 35. Jo 7. 16. Joh. 1 1. 25. 
„for now he hath given him the hand of 
faith to hold on him, that-he may never 
fall: Before man was alone, but now he 
is joy ned faſt unto Chriſt by faith. Now _ : 

what hath man to do, to follow Chriſt, 

and take hold of him by faith: Not that 
man deſerveth Heaven by following 
> Chriſt, no not by his faith; but he taketh. J 
hold on him, which hath deſerved Hea- |} 
ven for him, and brings him thither, and 
fetteth him ima glorigus place. by God 
his Father, and God accepteth him in 
Chriſt; and taketh him at his hands. No 
Man cometh to the Father, but by me (ſaith 
| Chriſt. )- 
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Chriſt.) Now oughteſt not thou in con- 
ſcience to love, obey and follow his 
counſel, that hath done this for thee ? 
And to love all his Children and Servants, 
better than the Children and Servants of 
thine utter Enemy, the Devil, who was 
not only Enemy to thee, then, when he 
firſt corrupted” thee and thy ſeed, but 
he is utter enemy to thee ſtill, and not 
only an utter enemy to thee, but alſo 
to Chriſt thy Saviour, and will by all 
means hinder him, and impoveriſh his 
Kingdom, and if he can poſſibly, he 
will bring thee from Chriſt to Hell a- 
gain? And wilt thou enrich his King- 
dom for a little goods, (which Chriſt 
never bid thee get) who is an utter 
enemy to thy Saviour, and ſeeketh by 
all means to impoyeriſh his Kingdom, 
to ſpeak. againſt his Word, to ſcoff at 
them that follow him; yea, often ſtop- 
peth their mouths that would gladly 
' ſpeak on Chriſt's fide, ſaying, if thou art 
altogether on Chriſts ſide, thou art not 
Ceſar's friend, and wilt not enrich his 
Kingdom. 5 
Thou knoweſt when thou enricheſt 
Satans Kingdom, thou weakeneſt the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, in that thou 1 
| © eneſt. 
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eneſt thy faith; for thou canſt not in 
faith part with any of thy goods to 
one whom thou doeſt not think the 
ſervant of God in Chriſt, and whatſoever 
is not of faith is ſin. Rom, 14. 2. And I 
prove this unto thee thus : When thou 
loſeſt the favour of God, and becomeſt 
a bond ſlave of the Devil, thou loſeſt 
all the bleſſings, which God in mercy 
hath made for thee, and beſtowed on 
thee, They ſel! not to the Devil but to 
God, whoſe they were, for they were 
not thine before, but the Lords : and- 
therefore thou couldeſt not looſe nor. 
forfeit them to the Devil ; yet thou 
baſt loſt them from thy ſelf, and they 
tell to the Lord, who lent them ſo long 
as thou didſt ſerve him: But the De- 
vill finding thee poſleſt of them, clai- 
meth them now; not that he hath any 
right to them, " but like an uſurping 
Tyrant; and it was thy fault in yield- 
ing thy obedience to him, which mak- 
eth him to claim thee as his bond- 
ſlaye, and all thy goods to be at his 
commandment ; but thou haſt nothing 
to loſe but thy "ſelf and that thou lo- 
ſeſt; but Ehrilt redeemed thee. Take 
heed therefore: for as an uſurping 
* Tyrant, 


LES 
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Tyrant, who hath gotten once poſſeſſi- 
on of a Kingdom, will ever after lay 
claim to it, and will uſe all the means 
He can to get it again: and the firſt 
polleſſion is not only a great light to 
make him get it the eaſier, but alſo it 
maketh him, if he get it again, to keep 
it more ſtrongly, and fortifie it with a 
mighty power, and keep watch and 
ward in it, that he will never loſe it a- 


gain; ſo will the Devil, and therefore 


take heed thou deal not with any of the 
ſervants of the Devil; nor by no means 
enrich his Kingdom. Is a noble and 
worthy minded Man, who hath great 
poſleſſions, paſs, by ſome puddle where 
- he ſhould ſee an Harlor caſting away her 


s own Son, if he ſhould enquire for the 


Father, and find, that contrary to na- 
ture, he were run away from his own 
- Child, leaving it to utter ruin and de- 
ſtruction. If this noble minded Gentle- 
-man ſhould take up the Child, and cauſe 
it to be waſhed. and clothed, and fed, 
and cauſe it to be inſtructed, and taught 
thoſe things which it were fit it ſhould 
learn ; and when he came to be a Man, 
he ſhould ſay, I found thee thus and thus, 
and ſeeing no body had care of _ 
| | too 
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took thee up, and ever ſince maintain- 

ed thee in good eſtate, and now I would 
have thee acquainted with my affairs and 
buſineſs; for I mean to truſt thee with 
thoſe things that I have, for ſoit is, my 
King calleth for me, and the affairs of 
my Country require that 1 ſhould neg- 
lect my own buſineſs and attend upon 
them; wherefore I leave my Lands, Lord- 
ſnips and Tenements with you in truſt, 

till I come again: let them to my Friends 
and let them penny-worths, that they 3 
may well live upon them: let your own 
Friends have ſome part of them: deal 
ſo in it, as at my coming home I may 
find you faithful. Now if this Servant 
ſhould neglect his own friends, and his 
Maſters, and go for a little more Rent, 
which his Maſter cared not a whit for, 
and let his Lands and Tenements to his 
utter Enemies, who growing rich with . 
the Lands & Goods of this Noble Lord, 
would be ready to bid him Battle at his 
return home, and to ſtrike at him with 
his own Sword ; judge you, would not 
this Lord think he had dealt very evil 
with him? Nay, would not every honeſt 
Man that ſhould but hear of it, think 
.& ſay, that he had dealt moſt vilely my | 
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ſo good a Lord and Maſter, that he ne- 


yer were meet to come into the compa- 
ny of honeſt men again? Thus hath 
Chriſt dealt with us ; when our wicked 


Father and ungodly Mother, Adam and 


Eve caſt us into the puddle ef fin, and 
ran away and left us there, where we 
ſhould never have been able to have got- 
ten out; Jeſus Chriſt the only Son of 
the high and mighty God, our mer- 
ciful Lord and Saviour, came by, and 
s waſhed us, and brought us up at his 

own coſt and charges, and we have no- 
thing but from him, he taughtus him- 
ſelf in all good Doctrine: and being 
gone to overcome the Enemy of the 
King of the Country, he hath left his 
goods with thee, bids thee deal well 
with his ſervants, and let them have 
good penny-worths, and deal not with 
his Enemies, neither make any marriage 


I 


with them; yet thou for a little money 


wilt buy, ell, marry, and give in mar- 
riage with them: yea, and thinkeſt, be- 
cauſe thou findeſt them morę rich in the 
World, they are better for thee to deal 


withal,and yet they are the utter enemies. 


of thy Lord, and will be ready at his 
coming to bid him battle, and ſtrike at 
him with his own Sword. CHAP. 


- 
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CHAP, XLV. 
The right uſe of goods. 


Etre thou ſeeſt, what cauſe thou 
haſt to love Chriſt and his Ser- 
vants : and how thou oughteſt not to 
love thine own, but to nſe it as the 
Lord hath appointed thee, whoſe indeed 
it is. If thou dealeſt not with thy Lords 
Goods and Lands as he hath appointed 
thee, art thou not in a great fault? Sure- 
ly thou haſt nothing to ſay for thy ſelf, 
ſave to appeal to his mercy, confeſs thx 
ſins, and amend thy Life. But if a 
Preacher, whom God hath enlightned to 
ſee what he was out of Chriſt, and what 
he is in Chriſt, and hath willed him to 
tell the people from his mouth, how he 
and they ſhould now behave themſelves 
iawardly in their hearts, and outwardly : 
in their goods and ſubſtance : If he, 1 
ſay, whom God hath ſet upon a hill, 
to give light to many: If he, I fay,whom 
God hath given much unto, and of 
whom much ſhall be required : If he, I 
ſay, whom the Son of underſtanding 
ſhould ariſe upon; nay, if he, I ſay, in 
| ._- whoſe 
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whoſe heart the glorious Son of God 
ſhould ſhine, will darken his glory with 
the thick Clouds, or rather thick miſts 
of this earthen World, his ſin is great: 
but what did I ſay, darken their light? 
Nay, they darken the light of the Goſ- 
pel, that all ſhould ſee and go by : Nay, 
they darken the glorious light of the 
Son of God, and eclipſe his glory;where- 


as they ſhould draw many unto Chriſt by 


their liberality and true preaching, they 
drive many from Chriſt, by love of their 
own (as they ſay) and by their idleneſs 
and negligence in preaching, (as I ſay) 
and I ſay, this love of their own, as 
| they call it, is a thouſand times worſe 
in them, and doth a multitude more of 
hurt, than in other ordinary men, who 
love the World as well as they, but there 
are not ſo many that look on them, and 
. "God; hath not ſet them for a light as he 
hath done the Preachers, And the rea- 
ſon why the Preachers are many times 
overcome, is this, becauſe the enemy 
doth bend all his forces againſt them; 
nor unlike the enemy of the Iſraelites, 
who ſaid, fight neither againſt more or leſs, 
but againſt the King of Iſratl: fo our ene- 


my the Devil, he fighteth neither againſt 
more 
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more or leſs, but againſt the Captains of 
the Church; namely, the Preachers, for 
he knoweth, that if they be once over- 
come, then the whole Army will ſoon 


be confounded and brought to nought. 


Be you all uphelders of them, which by 


no means can be done but by prayer S. 


For as our Preachers ſhould pray for all, 
ſo all ſhould ſend up their prayers to 
Almizhty God in the Name'of his Son, 
to ſend his holy ſpirit into the heart of 
his Preachers, to ſanctifie them through- 
out, that they may be holy in body and 


mind, following the example of our 


Saviour Chriſt, who ſaid to Peter his A- 
poſtle, whom he had appointed to be 
chief Preacher to the Church of the 
Jews, Peter, Peter, Satan hath deſired to 
winnow thee like Wheat, but I have prayed 
thy heart fail not. Again, St. Paul, ap- 
pointed by the Son-of God to be Preach- 
er to the Church of the Gentiles, wit- 
neſſes of himſelt, ſaying, The Meſſenger 


of Satan was ſent to buffet me, but J be- 


ſought the Lord .Jeſns that be might depart, 4 


from me. Now in theſe two great Com- 
bats made between the Devil and the 


dear Children of God, ye ſee that pray- | 


er is the Weapon whereby the Temp- 


ter 
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ter is overcome. Wherefore J earneſt. 
ly entreat you, let your prayer always 
be ſent up to God, wrong Chriſt, for 
the Preachers, and all ſuch as are in 
high places, that fo they continuing 
firm and ſtedfaſt, your faith may by 
them be confirmed. _ ents 
And the bleſſing of God Almight 


* 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 


de with you all, from this time, even 
unto the end of the World : Amer, 
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ter is overcome, Wherefore 1 earneſt. 
ly entreat you, let your prayer always 
be ſent up to God, through Chriſt, for 
the Preachers, and all ſuch as are in 
high places, that fo they continuing 
firm and ſtedfaſt, your faith may by 
them be confirmed. s 

And the bleſſing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with you all, from this time, even 
. unto the end of the World : Amer. 


FINIS 
23 1Y 655 


= 2 


7 


